EDITORIAL
GLASpaper 09 On the Edge was conceived in May 2004 when ten new
member states joined the European Union (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Malta, Cyprus). Like Scotland,
these countries exist on the geographic periphery of the EU. On the Edge
records certain aspects of GLAS’s critical journey through 8 of these 10
new member states.

TRAVEL TASKS

Glasgow to Tallinn (D1)

PHOTO REPORTER

Political, cultural and historic mechanisms shape our built environment
and everyday lives. GLAS travelled by train from Estonia to Slovenia to
investigate the social and economic conditions shaping these countries and
to explore alternative ways to experience place and history.

TREASURE HUNT

GET ON THE BUS

On the Edge presents shifting European boundaries in their wider historical
context. The new eastern European ‘Edge’ has been reviewed from
Moscow. Readily accessible European state capitals are shown to be wide
open for capitalist invasion. The recent concentration of wealth has been
limited to tourist trails, business districts, UNESCO heritage centres and
huge, out of town shopping malls.
The erosion of existing public services and the decline in locally controlled
commerce are an inevitable progression.
GLAS believes this to be a step in the wrong direction.
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Tallinn (D1) to Riga (D2)

The purpose of Treasure Hunt is to discover and establish spaces
and places known by locals. A key factory or office should be visited
within each city. Locals working within these workplaces should be
followed or asked to describe their journey from work to their home,
nearest café, train station, launderette etc. The equipment required is
a sketchbook and pen. These should be used to document a mental
map of directions given, to record conversations that took place,
to sketch the experience of spaces visited. The use of city maps is
strictly forbidden. Bits of ‘treasure’ should be collected along the way
(newspapers, matchbooks, launderette tokens, flowers from park).

Vilnius (E3) to Warsaw (C5)
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Warsaw (C5) to Prague (A6)

The outcome of the Photo Reporter task has been compiled into a large
fold-out poster to form a Polaroid matrix of places and activities: the
architecture of the everyday.
Information gathered during the remaning tasks (Treasure Hunt, Get on the
Bus, Passport Control) has been presented as a series of critical writings
and graphics to encompass pertinent issues affecting the countries visited.

The purpose of Photo Reporter is to build a concise visual journey
through the everyday. The equipment required is a Polaroid camera,
maps and labels. Only twenty photos can be taken in each city. These
photos should relate to a set of predefined subjects.
Example subjects: Football, Motorways, Public Housing, Private
Housing, Spaces of Labour, Swimming pools, Prostitution, Play areas,
Hospitals, Panorama, Allotments, Café, Bus queues, Markets, Kiosks,
and Nightlife. Labels can be used to make notes to describe not just
the ‘what’ but ‘why’ each photo has been taken. Maps are required to
locate where the places/people/objects have been photographed.

Riga (D2) to Vilnius (E3)

GLAS devised four specific tasks to explore each city and gain impressions
within a short time frame. These tasks established alternative criteria for
looking at places and challenged the ‘official’ histories and cultures that are
relentlessly represented on conventional tourist trails.
GLAS used the tasks to observe, follow, encounter and record each city; its
urban structures, infrastructures, social relations and rituals. It is hoped that
these might be used as a template for students, teachers and individuals to
construct similar critical journeys.

THE JOURNEY

PASSPORT CONTROL

Get on the Bus requires that a bus, tram, train, bike or boat be taken
to the end of the line of a non-tourist related route. The purpose
of this task is to form a subjective account of a journey through a
particular part of the city. The equipment required is a sketchbook
and pen within which to narrate the journey. The use of photographs
is strictly forbidden. The journey should be documented as a stream
of consciousness rather than a full piece of text. This could be a loose
collection of thoughts relating to views, smells, people, places and
sounds.

The purpose of Border control is to investigate and record facts
about fellow travellers. The equipment required is a set of flyers, a
camera and an adjustable date stamp. The flyers should be distributed
within the train carriage or bus in which you are travelling. Attempt to
collect at least two ‘cards’ per train journey.
Example facts could be: name, age, date of birth, destination, duration
of stay, reason for journey. These should be set in a passport style
flyer, with a front page that gives a brief explanation of your project.
As an icebreaker to starting conversation share some tea and biscuits.

‘The nation is ....
scarcely more than a
fiction projected by
the bourgeoisie
onto its own
historical conditions
and origins ... as a
way of masking class
contradictions and
seducing the working
class into a illusory
national solidarity’
Henri Lefebre - The
Production of Space, 1974
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Prague (A6) to Bratislava (B7)
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The nation state is born from such lines cast
abstractly on to a page, its borders shaped
according to the same caprices. But once
drawn, its culture must be made to fit the
lines of geography. States which in the past
may have enjoyed only a fleeting, ephemeral
existence are re-made, given a history that
speaks of longevity, of legitimacy, of a culture
that is unique, rarefied and distinct from the
influences of elsewhere. National heroes are
resurrected as are the types of architecture,
food and music and other cultural
phenomenon which are designated to be
‘typical’ of the nation. Under tourism this
process intensifies as the State’s uniqueness
becomes its greatest selling point.
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Bratislava (B7) to Budapest (C7)

Budapest (C7) to Ljubljana (A8)
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Thanks go to Mr Kossak for the donation of polaroid film and to John Davies for the
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D1 Estonia Capital Tallinn
Geographic coordinates 59 00 N, 26 00 E
Area total 45,226 sq km
Land 43,211 sq km, water 2,015 sq km
Land boundaries total 633 km (Latvia 339km,
Russia 294km)
Coastline 3,794 km
Population 1,341,664 (July 2004 est.)
Population growth rate -0.66% (2004 est.)
Population Density 30.000 people per sq km
Tallinn Population 400,378
Labour force 654,000 (2003 est.)
Labour force by occupation - agriculture 11%, industry
20%, services 69% (1999 est.)
Unemployment Rate 10.1 % (2003)
Tourism 950,000.00 visitors each year

E3 Lithuania Capital Vilnius
Geographic coordinates 56 00 N, 24 00 E
Area total 65,200 sq km
Land NA sq km, water, NA sq km
Land boundaries total, 1,273 km (Belarus 502 km, Latvia
453 km, Poland 91 km, Russia (Kaliningrad) 227 km)
Coastline 99 km
Population 3,607,899 (July 2004 est.)
Population growth rate -0.33% (2004 est.)
Population Density 55.000 people per sq km
Vilnius Population 542,287
Labour force 1.642 million (2003 est.)
Labour force by occupation - agriculture 20%, industry
30%, services 50% (1997 est.)
Unemployment Rate 10.3% (2003 est.)
Tourism 1,422,000.00 visitors each year

A6 Czech Republic Capital Prague
Geographic coordinates 49 45 N, 15 30 E
Area total 78,866 sq km
Land 77,276 sq km, water 1,590 sq km
Land boundaries total 1,881 km (Austria 362 km,
Germany 646 km, Poland 658 km, Slovakia 215 km)
Coastline 0 km (landlocked)
Population 10,246,178 (July 2004 est.)
Population growth rate -0.05% (2004 est.)
Population Density 130.00 people per sq km
Prague Population 1,165,581
Labour force 5.25 million (2003 est.)
Labour force by occupation - agriculture 5%, industry
35%, services 60% (2001 est.)
Unemployment rate: 9.9% (2003)
Tourism 5,610,000.00 visitors each year

C7 Hungary Capital Budapest
Geographic coordinates 47 00 N, 20 00 E
Area total 93,030 sq km
Land 92,340 sq km, water 690 sq km
Land boundaries total 2,171 km (Austria 366 km, Croatia
329 km, Romania 443 km, Serbia and Montenegro 151 km,
Slovakia 677 km, Slovenia 102 km, Ukraine 103 km)
Coastline 0 km (landlocked)
Population 10,032,375 (July 2004 est.)
Population growth rate -0.25% (2004 est.)
Population Density 108.00 people per sq km
Budapest Population 1,775,203
Labour force 4.164 million (2003)
Labour force by occupation - agriculture 8%, industry 27%,
services 65% (1996)
Unemployment rate 5.9% (2003 est.)
Tourism 14,402,000.00 visitors each year

D2 Latvia Capital Riga
Geographic coordinates 57 00 N, 25 00 E
Area total 64,589 sq km
Land 63,589 sq km, water 1,000 sq km
Land boundaries total 1,150 km (Belarus 141 km, Estonia
339 km, Lithuania 453 km, Russia 217 km)
Coastline 531 km
Population 2,306,306 (July 2004 est.)
Population growth rate -0.71% (2004 est.)
Population Density 36.000 people per sq km
Riga Population 747,157
Labour force 1.18 million (2003 est.)
Labour force by occupation - agriculture 15%, industry
25%, services 60% (2000 est.)
Unemployment rate 8.6% (2003 est.)
Tourism 490,000.00 visitors each year

C5 Poland Capital Warsaw
Geographic coordinates 52 00 N, 20 00 E
Area total 312,685 sq km
land 304,465 sq km, water 8,220 sq km
Land boundaries total 2,788 km (Belarus 407 km, Czech
Republic 658 km, Germany 456 km,
Lithuania 91 km, Russia (Kaliningrad Oblast)
206 km, Slovakia 444 km, Ukraine 526 km)
Coastline 491 km
Population 38,626,349 (July 2004 est.)
Population growth rate 0.02% (2004 est.)
Population Density 124.000 people per sq km
Warsaw Population 1,671,670
Labour force 16.42 million (2003 est.)
Labour force by occupation - agriculture 27.5%, industry
22.1%, services 50.4% (1999)
Unemployment Rate 20 % (2003)
Tourism 17,950,000.00 visitors each year

B7 Slovakia Capital Bratislava
Geographic coordinates 48 40 N, 19 30 E
Area total 48,845 sq km
Land 48,800 sq km, water 45 sq km
Land boundaries total 1,524 km (Austria 91 km, Czech
Republic 215 km, Hungary 677 km,
Poland 444 km, Ukraine 97 km)
Coastline 0 km (landlocked)
Population 5,423,567 (July 2004 est.)
Population growth rate 0.14% (2004 est.)
Population Density 110.00 people per sq km
Bratislava Population 428,672
Labour force 2.58 million (2003)
Labour force by occupation - agriculture 8.9%, industry
29.3%, construction 8%, transport and communication
8.2%, services 45.6% (1994)
Unemployment rate 15.2% (2003 est.)
Tourism 975,000.00 visitors each year

A8 Slovenia Capital Ljubljana
Geographic coordinates 46 07 N, 14 49 E
Area total 20,273 sq km
Land 20,151 sq km, water 122 sq km
Land boundaries total 1,334 km (Austria 330 km, Croatia
670 km, Italy 232 km, Hungary 102 km)
Coastline 46.6 km
Population 2,011,473 (July 2004 est.)
Population growth rate -0.01% (2004 est.)
Population Density 99.000 people per sq km
Ljubljana Population 258,873
Labour force 875,000 (2003)
Labour force by occupation - agriculture NA, industry NA,
services NA
Unemployment Rate 11.2% (2003 est.)
Tourism 884,000.00 visitors each year

ON HERITAGE
The accession of eight Middle- and Eastern
European states in May 2004 drew their
respective national capitals to our ‘western’
attention. While cities like Budapest and
Prague, and to a lesser extent Warsaw,
have sat in our consciousness for quite
some time, we have yet to “discover” cities
like Tallinn, Riga, Vilnius in the Baltic or
Bratislava and Ljubljana. They all form places
that now attract international capital or in
which companies like the car manufacturer
Volkswagen relocate their production. They
are increasingly seen as opportunities for
multi-national investment and construction
companies, as well as a new operational
field for big architectural firms in the “Old
Europe”. Most of all they are developed and
marketed as new tourist destinations.
While these eight capitals have many
differences they also have many similarities.
Each city displays economic, social, and spatial
disparities between the so-called historic
cores and the surrounding city of the 19th
and 20th century. This is of course nothing
new and is prevalent in most European
cities. However, what makes this contrast in
these cases even more poignant is that their
historic cores are – with the exceptions of
Bratislava and Ljubljana – all inscribed as
UNESCO world heritage sites.
Yet it is significant that those areas, which are
designated as protected world heritage sites,
make up only a tiny proportion of the actual
city surface of Tallinn, Riga, Vilnius, Warsaw,
Prague, or Budapest. In Tallinn andVilnius these
are the medieval or baroque, partly walled
town centres. In Riga it is the combination
of Hanseatic old town and the Art Nouveau
quarters of the early nineteenth century
city extensions. In Prague and Budapest this
includes the ensembles of city quarters from
the 17th to the 19th century and imposing
castles on both sides of the rivers Vlatva and
Danube. Warsaw’s completely reconstructed
old town was almost entirely destroyed
during the Second World War. Indeed, all
of these ensembles have their architectural
merit and are of historical interest.
Nevertheless, for the visitor who is willing to
look beyond these designated heritage zones,
the question whether this protection through
the UNESCO world heritage status is of
actual benefit for the development of those
cities in their entirety will inevitably come
to mind. One might ask how more desirable
and necessary developments beyond those
boundaries are subsequently prevented
from happening. The concentration around
a core that is considered as being worthy
of attention may lead to a negligence and
degradation of the areas that surround it.
The areas that are designated as sites
of cultural world heritage receive a
disproportionately high level of communal,
national and international funds for the
restoration of their historic building stock,.
regardless of whether the whole city
population profits from these measures.
This inevitably fosters the unequal social
and spatial treatment of core and periphery.
There is a further gentrification process
through costly restoration and conservation
measures that force existing residents and
traditional businesses to leave as they cannot
afford rising rents and property prices. Their
place is taken by emerging wealthier social
classes and most of all by an armada of
international fashion shops, cafes, restaurants

Lines on a map are apparently drawn
arbitrarily. Over time they shift and deflect,
revealing that their positioning on the page
reflects not the physical features of natural
geography but political motives. These are
capricious lines which distribute space
according to the exigencies of a certain
moment – a political bargain, the wilfulness
of a leader, the location of an ethnic group
or a precious natural resource. No line on
a map, however, is ever drawn arbitrarily. It
only seems so because the motives under
which it is shaped are invisible to the naked
eye. Invisible but infinitely powerful. The lines
of the map tend not to accept ambiguity
or even history. Instead, they impose new
relationships on to the landscape. The
past is full of examples: the estate maps of
eighteenth-century England which spoke of
the desirability of appending common land
to the landlord’s holdings; the lines of the
Down Survey in Ireland which dissolved the
traditional indigenous relationship to land
and replaced it with new English property
rights; the 19th century maps of Africa
which posited a landscape bereft of culture,
a blank canvas on to which colonial powers
were invited to inscribe their identities; the
maps of the Third Reich which showed the
location of ethnic German minorities in
such a way as to suggest their inclusion into
an expanding Greater Germany was both
inevitable and natural; the line which divided
India and Pakistan in 1946 that caused the
deaths of hundreds of thousands of people
and irrevocably altered an Islamic culture
which had inhabited India for more than a
thousand years. And so on.

Convention Concerning The Protection Of The
World Socio-spatial Heritage
GLASGOW LETTERS ON ARCHITECTURE AND SPACE meeting in Tallinn, Riga, Vilnius,
Warsaw, Bratislava, Ljubljana, Moscow and Glasgow from the 12th September to the 26th September
2004, at its ninth session.
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Forbidden Fruit - Moscow as Casino City

We consider that all international conventions, recommendations and resolutions concerning
social and spatial achievements should demonstrate the importance of safe guarding these universal
achievements for all the peoples of the world, regardless of their race, class or national identity.
The site of the curiously demolished Hotel Moskva

highways - Car ride with a rich friend who knew how to play

We think that in view of the magnitude and gravity of the persistent dangers threatening them, it
is incumbent on the global community as a whole to participate in the protection of the above sociospatial heritage, at the very least by striving to regulate the activities of international capital and
property developers.
We consider that it is essential for this purpose to adopt new provisions in the form of a convention to
establish an effective system of protection of the complexity and diversity of our socio-spatial heritage,
organised on a permanent basis and in accordance with contemporary means and methods.
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Marx still standing in front of the Bolshoi

We have decided at our sixteenth session, that this question should be made the subject of an
international programme that rethinks the role of heritage and the values considered important in our
respective urban histories.
We adopt this on the twenty-sixth day of September 2004 at this convention.
‘Revolution’ acquires a new meaning
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and hotels predominantly geared towards
growing tourism. Designated as UNESCO
world heritage, these city centres – and this
applies to a similar extent to Bratislava and
Ljubljana – develop new targets within the
ever-growing tourism industry. By cleansing
the presented architectural and city history
from any aspects that are not marketable the
old towns are frozen in a hyper-historical
condition. They become – as in the cases of
Tallinn, Warsaw, or Prague – historical theme
park attractions for international tourists.
But what lies beyond these UNESCO
cores? The foreign visitor runs the risk of
romanticising conditions and experiences.

Poverty might be mistaken for a simple way
of life. Nevertheless, behind the officially
propagated image of all these capital cities
one can observe numerous social and spatial
aspects and achievements. One must ask if
it should be these that are to be protected
against uncontrolled economical, social and
spatial changes.
A well developed public transport affordable
for all social groups; markets where, in contrast
to mushrooming out-of town supermarkets,
local produce is on offer; places of informal
trading which form an important addition
to the small income of pensioners or small
farmers; a residential housing provision that

is not entirely geared towards the privately
owned market for wealthier social groups; a
dense infrastructure of public playgrounds and
social facilities; the absence of security paranoia
and constant video surveillance which we are so
used to in Britain.

Memorial to the student killed in the 1991 coup

These are just a few examples of the social,
economic, spatial and cultural achievements that
will be lost in the process of “harmonisation”
according to EU standards. Preserving them
should be the real purpose of a UNESCO world
heritage programme.

The Dom Narkomfin, 1926, on its last legs
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1799
Tallinn is the Russian Empire,
Riga is in the Russian Empire,
Vilnius is in the Kingdom of Poland,
Warsaw is in the Kingdom of Hungary,
Prague is in Austria,
Bratislava is in the Kingdom of Hungary,
Budapest is in the Kingdom of Hungary,
Ljubljana is in Austria,
Malta is French,
Cyprus is in the Ottoman Empire.
1914
Tallinn is the Russian Empire,
Riga is in the Russian Empire,
Vilnius is in the Russian Empire,
Warsaw is in the Russian Empire,
Prague is in the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
Bratislava is in the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
Budapest is in the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
Ljubljana is in the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
Malta is in the British Empire,
Cyprus is in the British Empire.
1925
Tallinn is the Estonia,
Riga is in Latvia,
Vilnius is in Lithuania,
Warsaw is in Poland,
Prague is in Czechoslovakia,
Bratislava is in Czechoslovakia,
Budapest is in Hungary,
Ljubljana is in Yugoslavia,
Malta is in the British Empire,
Cyprus is in the British Empire.
1942
Tallinn is the Reichskommissariat Ostland (Germany),
Riga is the Reichskommissariat Ostland (Germany),
Vilnius is the Reichskommissariat Ostland (Germany),
Warsaw is under the General Government (Germany),
Prague is in Germany,
Bratislava is in Slovakia,
Budapest is in Hungary,
Ljubljana is in Italy,
Malta is in the British Empire,
Cyprus is in the British Empire.
1950
Tallinn is the Soviet Union,
Riga is the Soviet Union,
Vilnius is the Soviet Union,
Warsaw is in Poland,
Prague is in Czechoslovakia,
Bratislava is in Czechoslovakia,
Budapest is in Hungary,
Ljubljana is in Yugoslavia,
Malta is in the British Empire,
Cyprus is in the British Empire.
2004
Tallinn is the Estonia,
Riga is the Latvia,
Vilnius is the Lithuania,
Warsaw is in Poland,
Prague is in the Czech Republic,
Bratislava is in Slovakia,
Budapest is in Hungary,
Ljubljana is in Slovenia,
Malta is Maltese.
Cyprus is 63% Greek and 37% Turkish.

In countries whose existence is owed to the
break-up of a colonial power, the identity of
their former rulers – most explicitly statues
and monuments – is most systematically
removed or suppressed.Vestiges of foreign,
alien cultures are purged from the history
books, chiselled off public buildings and

We think that the protection of this heritage at the national level often remains incomplete because
of the scale of international forces that are threatening it and of the insufficient economic, cultural and
moral considerations of the country where the heritage to be protected is situated.

We consider that the ‘ignored’ elements of the socio-spatial history of everyday life is of
outstanding interest and therefore needs to be preserved as a part of the world heritage of humankind
as a whole.

But curiously, it is the quaint and
picturesque old town centres which, while
ostensibly celebrating the indigenous
and local, most rigorously pursue the
international. Here, to provide comfort to
western visitors one will find the icons of
luxury and familiarity: Italian coffee, French
delicacies, German hospitality, Irish beer
and of course, words plucked from English
to convey to the tourist, the ‘character’
of the place. In the world of commodities
the ideology of the nation-state is infinitely
flexible.

It also inevitably requires omissions.
Thus, historic Prague is described as a
Czech city rather than what it was: a city
of the Austro-Hungarian empire whose
cultural flowering owed everything to its
heterogeneous population and its position
as an intersection of Czech, German and
Jewish cultures. Similarly, in Warsaw where
one will struggle to find the remnants of
a five hundred year old Jewish culture or
even the location of the largest Jewish
ghetto of the Second World War, while being
confronted on almost every street corner
with commemorations of the ethnic Polish
uprising against the Nazis of 1944. In Vilnius
– before the Second World War, known as
the Jerusalem of the north – the Museum
of Genocide pointedly fails to mention the
fate of Lithuanian Jews and concentrates
instead on the horrific experiences of ethnic
Lithuanians at the hands of Soviet Russia.

We note that our rich and diverse socio-spatial heritage is increasingly threatened with destruction
that although a traditional feature of capitalist development is a process that globalisation and neoliberal economic policies has aggravated and greatly accelerated.
We consider that the deterioration or disappearance of the complex social and spatial heritage
fought for in the history of various political and environmental struggles constitutes a harmful
impoverishment of the social history of all peoples and classes.

eclipsed from everyday memory. Some
vestiges, however, are human. The Russian
ethnic minorities of the present day Baltic
states find themselves practically stateless.
Re-located here under the economic plans
of the Soviet Union, since its break-up and
retrenchment they have found themselves
on the wrong side of a national boundary.
Unable to work in certain jobs and denied
other benefits of citizenship unless they
learn the official state languages of Estonian,
Latvian or Lithuanian, they are compelled to
pay for the Soviet Union’s past aggressions
and expansionist policies. It is tempting to
say that the places where they live in the
city reflect this. In the vast concrete estates
of the urban fringes you will often find the
majority of signs are written in Cyrillic
script and a predominance of Russian
speaking voices. These are places the tourist
seldom sees. This architecture of mass, social
housing, of flat roofs, reinforced concrete
and deck-access speaks of internationalism
and other, discredited ideologies. A stark
counterpoint to the spires, fachwerk and
pitched roofs of old Tallinn, Riga or Vilnius,
it is regarded with the same suspicion as its
Russian inhabitants.

63% of Cyprus and 100% of all the rest are in the European Union.
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