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Each word, image, mark, and fold of this edition of glaspaper has
been produced by human labour. The content, design, manufacture
and distribution overtly reflect the co-operative and collaborative
manner in which it has been made.

Most commentary on the built environment focuses on the
ambitions of the client, the creative energy of the architect, and
financial power of the developer. This conventional portrait omits
to mention the role of the building labourer, the site security guard,
the cleaning contractor — in short the myriad of individuals who
contribute to the production and use of every built object.
glaspaper 03 examines how these individuals and groups linked
together and to the past by distinct social relationships produce our
cities, ideologies and memories. Such analytical methods directly
inform the work and working practices of GLAS. We believe they
are also of great value to anyone striving to understand the
capitalist (or any other) mode of production within which they find
themselves submerged.

The stories of those disrupted and displaced by developments are
also usually conspicuous by their absence. The etchings reproduced
on pages 4 and 5 by Glasgow artist Stuart Murray provide a timely
documentary of such stories. If you would like to know more about
his work, or have any comments on this edition get in touch with
GLAS using the contact details below.

As ever, glaspaper comes without the intrusive and editorially
restrictive presence of commercial adverts. Of course this means
that we rely heavily on the support of our readers to keep
production going. If you would like to receive glaspaper 04 and
subsequent issues use the coupon below.

Glasgow Letters on Architecture and Space, May 2002
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GLAS s a workers oo-operative of
architects, designers, teachers and activists. lis
objectives are to construct a theoretical and
practical critiquec of the capitalist preduction
amvd wse of the built environment and through
design activity, graphic works, and writings
to question and suggest alternatives (o the
dominant manner in  which our built
cnvirenments  are  put  together  under
capitalist conditions. In short building and
urban design is already a political event, the
poing is bo change it's politics.

As a way of doing this GL.AS conscipusly
draws not just on the history of bullding but
on the history of communes, avant gardes and
praclical experiments in liberated labour and
space, in briefl the history of praxis. This
includes the classical revolutions of European
history, but also looks o learn from the
historic struggles of architects, construction
wiorkers and tenants to develop a socialised
building economy, This inclusive agenda also
embraces the concept of the "heterotopia®, the
“wemporary  aulonomous  pone”,  the
“independent collective”, the smaller but
politically profound attempds to carve in the
imterstices of capltalism embryonic forms of a
new social space, whether it be a sit<ine a
probest march, o a shakbkeen,

Some of these leas were frst explosed by the
founder members of the co-operative as post
graduate students at the Department of
Architecture, University of Steathclyde, Ohver
a period of five years a number of attempls
were made to develop a practice that sought
to develop strateghes [or interventions and
critical frameworks for thinking sbout them,
The effect that a small organisation ke
GLAS can have on some of the profound
socio-spatial contradictions thrown up by the
consequences of neo-libertarian economic
regimes and the growing legitimation crisis of
western democracies Is of course strictly
Lmited, Besides which there s a strong
argument o suggest that as long as ithe
production of the built environment is
controlled by private capital, there is littde
chance that the uneven development of the
built enviremment and the continued massive
discrepancies In the resources that are
deepening social and spatial divisions locally
and globally will be arrested.

This makes it all the mose irportant to And
ways of making a eritique in whal appears (o
be a dearth of imaginative political thinking
im the popular press and media about bow we
mulght make better use of existing baildings
amd cities and of developing improved ways
of making them. GLAS newspaper is
hopefully a contribution to that struggle,
Below is a declaration of principes, a modest
statement of Intent. As in all manifestos there
i= a mixture of romantic idealism and
owverinflated aspirations. Slogans are In many
ways empty vessels, they say everything and
niothing, i1 is after all the practece that counts,

This said, it seems important at an historical
rvomvent when there continues (o be a strong
ideological putsch to identify capltalist socdal
relations as the natural form of human
organization o remember a  different
ideological agenda. In the sarme manner that
the Ant-Capitalisi Movement is taking on the
institutional power of global finance capital,
the §dea that the construction of a glant
specifically capatalist complex commodity is
the only legitimate way of organising the built
enviromment needs o be challenged.

(3 plospaper

GLAS = a co-operative of architects,
teachers, writers and urban octivists

BLAS s committed to fighting all
manifestations of socio-spatial inequality,
exploitation and deprivation

BLAS produces multi-media critical
works and design ideas that promote o
radical social and pelitical rethinking of
how we make and experience buildings
and cities

BLAS = engaged in a critigue of the
capitalist production and use of the built
EMVIFORITEnt

BLAS i committed to the dissemination
of it’s ideas to as wide an gudience as
possible, exploring @ broad range of
communication techniques

GIAS aoims to offer free advice and
gssistance to individuals and social
groups engaged in struggles to transform

their environment

BLAS is orpanised around the political
principles of temporary existence and of
collective  self management and
ownership of ossets and ideas

GLAS, are

Rasalie Adams Allan Atlee, judith Barber,
Jason Bell, Gary Bapd, jonathan Charley,
Alistair Cherments, Tory Durwarth,
Flarian Kossak, Carale Lackam, Alan Pert,
Tatjana Schreider Adrian Stewart.
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GLAS investigates the social and political consequences of
the historical production of uneven development v +1s.14115.17

GLAS believes that the control of the production and the
use of the build environment should be in the hands of all
those producing and using it »=¢'"

GLAS believes that PFI/PPP is a daft idea #=#'

GLAS questions the production of selective histories
through the global tourist industry =11

GLAS regards the history of the emancipation of
construction workers as an important reference for its own
wﬂrk poge 14,22 113

GLAS criticises the ideological use of historical imagery to
conceal real power relations r=:2

THREE
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“HOLD THE FRONT PAGE -
BUILDINGS ARE NOT MADE BY MAGIC”

| The board rooms of multi-national construction firms, the concrete factory managers office, and the debating chambers of
politicians and planners, are remote inaccessible places. The camouflaging of the decision making process that occurs in such
locations can create the impression that buildings and cities are produced by some sort of extraordinary alchemist’s trick that is
bevond our comprehension.

2  However, it is self-evident that everything connected with the built environment, a drawing, a text, a whole building or indeed a
city, is produced by the hands and minds of workers. This process, far from being a politically neutral activity is characterised by
conflict and competing interest. Here, it is true, that through organised struggle, architects, construction workers and tenants can
influence the way in which buildings and cities are produced. But for most of human history their voices and desires alongside those
of the politically dispossessed and economically marginalised, have struggled to be heard against the ideas and motivations of the
class that owns and controls the land, technology, and capital which are necessary for building production to take place.

3 It follows that historically, the ability to build large scale works and restructure cities has tended to reside in the laps of the rich
and powerful, whether the senators of ancient Rome, the Lords and Bishops of feudal Europe, or the state and capitalist
burcaucracies of the last two centuries. Not surprisingly then, the production of most urban spectacles from the construction of the
first city state of antiquity, to the nineteenth century neo-classical metropolis, and onwards to the twentieth century plans for new
cities like Brasilia, Canberra or New Delhi, has been driven by the need to represent and consolidate political and economic power.

4 1o trv and explain how and why such buildings and cities are produced, it is necessary to explore their broader social and
architectural context. In particular this requires us to investigate and reveal the political and economic objectives of the individuals
and social organisations that control the labour of architects, technicians and building workers, and which direct the activities of
users. Here, there is a crucial difference between building activity in modern capitalist societies and that of earlier epochs. The
modern city, it's blocks, individual buildings, their parts and contents, along with the labour of architects and building workers are
either transformed into, or are produced as, commodities. That is, they become things that are created primarily to be bought and
sold in the market place.

5 This produces a fundamental shift in the functional and social objectives of building production. It is not enough for instance that
a house should stand up, keep out the bad weather, or even encapsulate the desire of its occupant in terms of projecting an image of
status and wealth. It must first and foremost make money for the land development company, the construction firm and the bank
supplying the credit. The imperative of maximising profits for these institutions can distort the decisions about what, how and where
to build. Capitalist society has frequently produced buildings and urban regeneration projects that are at odds with the social,
psychological and physiological needs of workers, tenants and users. Sick building syndrome, energy guzzling offices, poorly built
ghettoes, increasingly intrusive forms of surveillance and collapsing infrastructure are just a few of the examples.

6 Under such circumstances it can prove very difficult to produce built environments that prioritise human need and happiness
and which consciously explore and expand the realm of individual and social freedom. For in the context of an increasingly
privatised built environment of “fortified” housing estates, retail parks and city centres, human pleasure, environmental comfort and
liberty tend to be defined in terms of monetary value and the defence of property. As a result the ability to choose how and where to
live is restricted. First in terms of income level, and second in relation to the prescribed "choices” that are available in the carefully
controlled and regulated markets for building products and services.

7 Despite the appearance of the capitalist production of the built environment as a conspiracy or covert operation, it is not the
intention of financiers or construction firms to produce a built environment, that despite all efforts to the contrary, continues to be
characterised by profound socio-spatial inequality and environmental degradation. Rather this is a natural consequence of the
unremitting pursuit of profit, and of the concentrated private ownership of land and the objects and instruments of building
production.

8 But things are not quite so gloomy, for alongside the history of capitalist domination exists another history, that of the
individuals, groups and classes that have sought to gain control over the production and use of the built environment. The
development of different forms of socialised property in land and buildings. The creation of a fully democratised and accountable
programme of urban development. The transformation of the labour of architects and builders into a liberated creative activity over
which they have control. The production of hitherto unimaginable new building types and changes of use for existing buildings.
These are just some of the projects that exist on the horizons of alternative forms of production. Jonathan Charley
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PROFIT BEFORE PEOPLE -
THE MISERY OF PFI

PFlI stamds for the Private Finance Initiative. I8
is a process conceived by the Conservative
administration of the carly 1990 s as a method
of funding public sector projects, The mosk
obvious of these projects are new buildings
such as hospitals and schools, but many other
services are operated on a PF1 basis, for
example, library services, IT provision to
schools, and aviation services

Mowr Labour has enthusiastically taken on the
PFl mantle handed to them from  the
Conservatives and relabelled it PPF - Public
Private Partnership. The PFISPPP paooess is
ot unlike a moelgage. A private Consortium
consisting of a Main [nvestor, hain Conlractor
and Facilities Management Company
iMaintenance Company)]  are  selected,
following a lengthy bidding process including
around four consortla, to DESICN, BUILD,
FINAMCE and OPERATE a project! building,.
Buildings are  included in & leasing
arrangement that includes, for example,
cleaning, catering and malntenance servioes,

The Consortium borrows money from banks
i fund the project, This is then leased back for
a fixed period of tme, usually 25-30 years, o
the public sector in vearly installments plus
interest, PEL PPP is attractive to Governments
as It spreads the cost of a project over many
vears giving the impression that the state is
not in debt.

Hevwever, all it actually does s spread the cost
of the project over an extended perlod with
added interest. The Consortium has a
guaranteed imoome from e lease agreement
signed up with the Government. It can at any
timve refinance its loan from the bank, and
pocket the difference. In the meantime e
state is Hed into a long term and expensive
lrasing arrangement foe 2530 years,

‘Howg lowg woill it be mudil Newr Labonr sees that
. tehen i comes lo creating beildings that
‘eorbaddy @ sense of commnerity and civde pride’,
batfalions of weell memuing archilects and design
enthisiosts will mever aller dhe prirde sechors
back of interest in these ponls, The economics of
PFET woonr”t allose it
Robert Booth, Turning a Healthy Profit’,
Building Dwslgn 23.11.01

Collaboration and communication are the
keys to good design. The P PPP process
does mot readily foster such principles, This
is due not only te the complicated, profit-
deiven bidding process, but alse to the
minimal client contact.

Ower the last decade there has been a
significant reduction in the access architects
will have to the people who expericnoe and
use buildings, Greater emphasis s instead
placed on the relationship between the
architect and those who produce and run
bulldings. The term ‘end user” s used to
describe the teachers and pupils in schools
of the patients and nurses in hospitals, The
very term “end wser' alludes to a sidelined
EFOUp,

Through PFI/PPP architects are employed
by the main contractor whose principle alm,
to secure a bid, is to produce as small a
building for as low a cost as possible, Banks,
contractors and investors are not In the
busimess of placing value on the guality of
light required to assist patient recovery of
investigation of the optimum learning
environment for pupils. The power of a
pound sign will always rulle. Discussion
focuses instead on presenting a limited
paletle of materials that will only just
weather the storm of the 25-30 vear building
lease. Frustratingly, it s not the building

Can you Spot e weakest link berwoen parties invobaed in this PRUPPP set-up?
Chest Gt el FEqures COMMMIEINAR Befvwieh 1hads wha didlign the Buldng and theds wital will uis the buldieg.

END USER
I
TRUST —
SITE prql:t*mnl. el
I tharcholder agreemaent
lease agreemaent

E
y
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gesgn ared baild canarest
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design that wsually secures a PFLSPPP bid
but the facilities management arrangement
(maintenance and servioe provision over the
2530 year lease), The architect Rab Bennett
stressed this in last Septembser’s Building
Desigm, The reelly kg mombers are shill e Hie
fiecilities marmpemnen! sife of PFL This is where
the profils are for the comsortinm mind wiveee Hie
cosls are for the taxpryer, This side will aliorys
take precedence over design as the bottom line,”

The Future ...

Buildings are a reflection of the political
process behind them, The PFLYPIP process
will generate a  legacy of buildings
constructed of cheap, banal materials with a
25-year shell lile, designed around efficiency
and profit-making rather than guality and
cxperienoe.

Some architects are challenging the way the
PFLfPTF system operates, from a design
perspective, by urging for more user
mectings, being inventive with materials,
pushing space allocations to the limit and
digging their heels in o achieve a higher
quality of finish and materials. This sill
improve the final building product bat dees
not alter the wnderlying prncipal of the
profit-driven process,

The present Government no longer views the
state as solely a provider of services but as a
purchaser of services  stating, “The
Gaovermment refects Mie simplistic appromch fo
service delivery Wal either private or public
sector prorision i best,”

Crar public bulldings should celebrate,
invelve and value citizens, They should be
created theough a process that places people
before profit. Only through the political sill
b imwest in publicly owmed services will this
be achieved, Private business has no interest
in such isswes,

“Effictencies {in parblic serofoes) can'§ e obhatined
it fhe drive for profils, bud musd cowe Wroargh
ap estfirely different approack based on wiry e
want public services and whal makes them
different from private omes. We et them
Pevanse we wanl o sociely of @ different kind -
socfety of educrled, healthy people. in fully
serviced Mosies,,. wilh good couniriimicalions —
Sar wliicly these services ae esseslinl©
Calin Leys "Meeds for Markels, Prancdples for
Public Sector Refarm”, Red Pepper Magazine
April 2002

Judich Barber

BrainTeaser »??

If Hairrryres PFI hospital building cost
£67.5 million to build, and is to be leased

back to the MHS trust by the private
cansartum for an estimated fee o
£1.2 millicn per month, what payback
wiould the consortium expect over a
30 year period!

stapey [} ety

Thid ssrsnessrant will sitabinh corfideccs in both dha
P and tha privane secuoe thas P i capable of
working far the benele of the patent.”

P41 YIGEA 157 )0 e 1L ) pansdds
el o worrpy Loey oy b e e almi

'I'knnﬂ-ﬂlnaﬁl wlll:l the problem is a counary-
b f1fE B dEE T pluge Be this _ Tha
PH projoect a5 Fﬂl'li'l EIiMhmp*rEa‘”rrhllrhﬂn
for oo Toreteenbbe funire.”
Ll W oty bl e flamy nage e
i LML) ey O woallens) '] Wy Ly wy iy

1992

Tear in which the
Comervative Government
lavnched PA “with the aim of
dalivaring higher quality and
mare ot effective public
Services.

Average number of years that
FFl | PPP funded buildings are
leased by they Gevermiment from
Private Contortiums.

25-30

5 The nsmber of "big privace
players' in the UK PFl/ FPP
market - makn contracters, lead
investors and Bcilities
MARLERMERT Cofmpanies,

Mumber of days that pupils and
sraff ae Graeme High Schaal,
Falkirk can access the FFl
building in a year. Council must
pay consortium for access to
school over and abowe this
allacation (170 days).

195

H Average number of
meetings an architect and
consortium will have with Trust
arF Education Board to develap
design of building prior to
selection of prefered bidder.

Mumber of financial bids made
ower 3 3 year negotiation period
for the creation of the new
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary PFI
project

Average cost per week for
patients to watch bedside TV
within PFl hospitals

FuzyFace @

Haver el 1o you know your poluicuns!
See if you can name the Prime Ministres in our
comiputer generated fuzzy pictures below,

Chee: The perian on the left mamerminded the
Private Finance Ingative and the person on the
right, funmily enough, has taken FFl on board
and chamiplens it under the renamaed PPP,
Cran'c bec the left | right issue confuse yau!

oy iy i R iy s ay
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TRY YOUR LUCK ONTHE
PROPERTY LADDER

‘There is in this country a deeply ingrained desire for home ownership.
The Government believe that this spirit should be fostered. It reflects
the wishes of the people, ensures the spread of wealth through society,
encourages a personal desire to improve and modernise one'’s own
home, enables parents to acrue wealth for their children and stimulates
the attitudes of independence and self-reliance that are the bedrock of
a free society.”

Margaret Thatcher |98

‘A place to love, a place to laugh, a place to

inspire, a place to grow, a place to share.’
Miller Homes

‘The best security for civilisation is the dwelling, and upen proper and
becoming dwellings depends more than anything else the improvement
of mankind. Such dwellings are the nursery of all domestic virtues, and

without a becoming home the exercise of those virtues is impossible.”
Benjamin Disraeli |874

“You move in. We splash out.’
Beazer Homes

‘The owner occupied home is visibly better maintained and ot less cost
in real resources than the rented one.”
Department of the Environment 971

“All this...and more.”
Taywood Homes

‘Where you live. The way you live.’
Bryant Homes

(000 pfer

‘The ideological orientation to a past represents values of seeking to
transcend the ambiguities and inconsistencies of present experience,
which in turn generate a persistent reference to Ideas of authenticity.”
David Chaney

Authenticity and Suburbia

‘Admittedly the architect, the promoter or even the occupier can
compensate for the shertcomings of a given locatien by introducing
signs: signs of status, signs of happiness, signs of lifestyle and so on.
Such signs are bought and sold despite their abstract nature, despite
their concrete insignificance, and despite their over significance (in that
they proclaim their meaning - namely, compensation).”

Henri Lefebvre

The Production of Space

‘The symbolic status of these private settings will necessarily mean a
great deal of financial and emotional investment in styling, furnishing,
decorating, equipping, maintaining and defending these sites by their
inhabitants. The suburban home is thus intrinsically linked to the
spread of consumerism.’

David Chaney

Authenticity and Suburbia

‘Normalising discourses which construct home owners as normal and
other housing consumers as abnormal create an outgroup or a
‘shameful (housing) class’ which exists beyond the frontier of abnormal
behaviour. This exclusion is, strictly speaking neither exclusively
econamic nor social. Instead it is cultural, linguistic and psychological.’
Cralg Gurney

Pride and Prejudice: Discourses of MNormalisation in Public and Private
Accounts of Home Ownership

‘Private” property entails private life - and hence privation.”
Henri Lefebvre
The Production of Space

‘Value does not have it's description branded on it's forehead; it rather

transforms every product of labour into o social hieroglyphic.'
Karl Marx
Das Kapital

Allan Arles
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AROUND
THE WORLD
INTWENTY
MINUTES

Human circulation considered as something to be
consumed - toursm - is @ by-product of the
circulation of commadites; basioally, fourisem 5 the
chance ta po and see what has been made trite.
The ecamamic management of travel o diferent
paces suffices in itselfl fo ensure those ploces’
inter-chonpeohility. The some modernisation thot
has deprived trovel of its termporol ospect has
Weewise deprived it of the reality of spoce.
Gy Dubard
The Society of the Spoctacte, |967

Chver thie last ome hundesd vears the tourism
incestry has beoome one of the woeld's Laggest
ecoeuies. An inonease [ free tme as 3 result of
changing work patberns, combined  with the
introductbon of cheap charter Mights since the
1950, suddenly made travel - not ondy 1o emiobe
plaoes - avallabie b a wide ange of people. At
the beginning of the twentieth century, the
primary and secomdary secor sccounged o
almost 75 of jobs, However, sinoe anound 1950
a growwing number of peophe ane employed by
tertiary sechor indostries. Todlay, mone than &5
of jolbs in Evrope, Noeth America, Australia, and
Jlapan  ame  with  finance and  Insuranoe
companics, public service, retall, transportation
and communication. Those &I nepresent well
off, muididle class people whoe can afford Lo spend
big sums of money for their kelsure tme, A nbne-
to-flve office day. a break of two davs alier eadh
five days worked, bank holidays, and somse 20 ko
M holidays ot one's personal disposal. regulate
and define the lile of most people today.
Weekend breaks to Mew York, a day shopping in
Milan. of a night out in Amsterdam. e of
Belin bs becoming 4 mone and mone GO
wiy of spending one's lelswune ttme. With an
increasing murmber of ks cost alrlimes, offering
returm flaghts for £5 from Glasgow o Parls o
Daitdin, this option makes the weskend away
avatlable for most people - only leaving out e
poonest [ society. As one tooent report. polnted
aait, godng on an all-dnchesive four day break to
Spaln might e cheaper than spending the
weelkend |n youer hoese Iown, with e nights
ot feod and o haleewt

There are basically two types of travel. The
individual trip, wheme you arrange everything
for voursell. Or the package holiday, whene
you buy & vacation, which than comes

complete with (light, accommaodation and |

extras from a travel ageney.

When travelling on your own o in a small
group, coumbess travel guide books provide
information about a forelgn country or iy, They
are published by a (limited) number of
comnpanies, state of ity govemmenits. Books and
beochvunes bell exactly what bo see, wiene be go,
vt 1o cho @ weheene B0 stany, The olhest quiarter

of a gity; the most Important church, the pretticst |

larsdscapse garden, the best and most authentlc
Il cuisine, classic phaoto spots, and wheee o
bury your sousenins Mest guldes will have theee
b five classified cabegories of scoommodation
and restaurants mnging from  budget or
affordable o top end or exclusive. Some
publications also suggest dhorer or longer tourms
fowr a chity, peglon or country, The short toaers of oo
b thiree daws cover the verny essentlals of a place,
I o haave ol emvone Bnse avadlabsle, bours of Bwo
bo Fowir weeeks oover a greater geographical anea
and a wider cultural and historical background,
For many omintnes, hese gukde books have
become the only source of infermation about a
phace when not speaking the native language.,

A sevondd option whon godng abrond s to booka
pre-chefired tour, These can vary from staying at
a hollday msort anywhere on the globe o full
thematic sightsesing or educational tours or just
a stoporver for a couple of days on your way 1o
your final destination. Twoe woeks all-lnchesive In
Spain, twelve days / eleven nights group
advertune travel in Nepal, eight divys Tasmankan
highlights, half day hot alr balooning. four davs
{ thiree nights stopover in Bangkok, six Eunopean
woumries in ben cays, IRaly's Renasssanoe
chiurches in ome vk, the monumenis of ancent
Cipevve, temples of Japan, America’s Wild Wisd,
ete. Here again, somebody else hos already taken
very precise decisions on behall of vou. You are
buying the bour from o brochure which gives
defafls about the type of people the towr bs
targeted at, with bours for 18 1o 35, familles, and
pensioneers. One knows in advance the whale
roube, the prodse sdhedule of every day. which
attractions one will look at the venses for
brreakfast, hundh, and dinnes and the hobels whsene
you will stay. Your tour guide will speak any
pieded language, be or she will know hastorical
facts of places visited oz woll 2 plenty of stories
aboul esch country ils peopbe amd culture. Your
gubde wall also deal with vy probleen that
shoarhd oooir, from helping with authoribes ©
kst property, from assisting when ordering food
bir e Buying stamipsa,

Whether you travel on vour ovwn schedule ora
package hiolidoy, pulblications produoed for the
travel market will attract attention to those
sites that have boen specilically preparned for
the wisiton A clly, reglon, oF even coumdry s
eventually being compressed Info a map of
attractions, a seris of post card motifs, creating
o new order which is supenmposed on the
eaistbng (urban) (abrde You are not offered a
complebe image of o place and s history, inall
its  uneven development  and  social
imequalities, but carefully selected, singulated
cxperenoes delermined by an industry which
trades in cultural resources and evperenoes,
History is not told in s socksl, politheal,
cultural and geographical context, but as
deconstructed and recycled fragmenis, which
can be easily experbenced and consumed inoa
clean, atteactive. and  highly  secured
enviroianent. Dhver the Last bwo decades, mome
ad more places have been me-constricted,

(% plospaper

While the museurn is intended to provide the
wisibor with a gereral background knovwledge of
ethnodogical  themes such as  evadution,
bechnology, language, socicty and valses of
woeld culiures, the open air exhibits ane
srpposed fo present the way cortain culiurness Fyve
through the display of their material culiune,

R domestic residenoe, and original settings. For this

periected, or newly created to provide o seiiing

for leisure, pleasure and  comsumption.
Monuments that had been destroyed have
been recreated, historie town centres have been
beautified, and a wide ronge of new
Tlandmark” buildings have boen constructed.

O wosisll amgaee that one of the most extasme
forms of this development s represented by the
most recent theme parks which have been
constrcted during the last ten years in Japan
Apchitectural and cultural elements of varbouws
couniries. had been picked by the parks’
creators and s owner consortiums and then
pul  together agaim in osder ko create
compressed  wershans  of  Spain,  Hollamd,
Denmark, Germany, Turkey, Canada, Bussia,
Greal Britakn or a combination of all of them.
With these coumntry-specific theme parks, one
can differentiate between three different types
of developments. The. first type recalls an
ethmologlcal museem, the second is a hybreid
between a classical amusement park with rides
and dither conceptual or histe-geographical
cveramching themes, and the thind draws ks
motifs irom a hollday seaside nesorl,

e first type of park is built with an edwecational
aspoct in mind, They can be described as being
very similar b a European open-alt museum,
wihere Mstorie bulldings have been rebublt to tell
about how Hie and work condithons used bo be in
carlier centuries. The difference in the Japanese
parks is that they not necessarily show thede owmn
coaentry’s  historical bulldings, but  display
mecreations of apdhitectural ehsermbsles from all
over the world In conjunction with the
exhilstion of historical artifecs, These ersembles
ane one b one ooples of bulldings which il
exist somewhere on the globe. The simgle
bunbding emsembles are arfanged along one
circular route;, but cach country will have its owmn
pocket area along the drcull, separated [from
each other by wood, Within the pockets, trees
arud fliovwiers bat also the general landscaping ane
mcanl fo resemble the part of the world, where

its buibdings e boen taken from. Each part i |

asstgned a varlety' of shops that stock country
spectiic merchamdise, mstaurants sell egional
specialitie, and hocal miusic provides. the overall
atmosphere, Here, the entrance fee Includes
evierything apart from your food and some other
specials such as putting on a native waditional
costwme and getting vour pictuee laken

O ecrmpde for this typee is “Little Workd', which
is owed by the private trakn compamny Meitetsu
It b5 situated mear Inuyama, hall an bowr noeth of
Nagoeva, abeut theee hours from Tokyo. From
Inuvama o specdal bus brings you o "Litthe
World', another half hour dde;, whene you arrdve
just in Fromt of the entrance whibch is also the ruain
exhibitson building. The park admission ticket
for 1,600 Yen, around £10, gives you & day of
wilimited sccess fo the displays in the museam
arid the ‘open abr exchibits” within dse park itsell.

purpose, 20 ‘facilithes” with 5 houses have boen
recomsiructed and peproduced from mary pants
of the workd, From the main entrance, the *Littke
Weorld Tour Bus” leaves every 15 minuwtes fora 20
minute "trip anound the world', Along its route

g e historic bulldings from varioos Japanese

reglons, a Farmbowse Brom Tadwan, Endian Tents
and a Mavapo House from Morthern Americs, a
Mingit Howuse from  Alaska, a Peruvian
Landlord’s Restdenoe, a Balinese Geniry House,
a  Bavarian Village. an  Alatian  House,
Medlterrancan Houses from  laly, Bedoubn,
Turkoman, Cuashgal and Rendille Tents fnom
Syria, Iran and Kenya, a Buddhist Monastery
from Nepal, varkous houses from Thalland and
Kiorew, and a Kerala Village from India, Wihatever
part of the pairk - oF negion of he world - you will
visit, mushe from boud speakers which are hidden
sonrsrevhene in e landscaping will attunse to Hw
respective omentny o displae Hallan canzone,
French chansons, German brass muske, Indian
chants, Peruvian folklee, or Affican drams,
Arother dlement when approaching a country
ae small booths located at the entrance 1o
buikdings, where you can stamp your special
Link: World" pessport with a fctitious motif
representing each reghon of country. The
buikdings on display ane all ftbed with fumatune
and accessorkes that Hlustrate how a pesson
wild have used and Hved b the budlding ag the
timee ool bis comstruction, which sometimes dates
back as far as the late 15th century. In addition to
bty oo evomae a pioce of fummdlune yourself
e youe pial ona oostime thal matches the style
and time of the bulldings. The e ane costumne hine
faciliies throughout the park where you can
cuchange vour clothes for o Byukyw, the
traditional dance costume from Okinawa, a

tradatboral Akatian diss, an Indian sarl, or an
hallan panmello against an extra charge. In osder
b ot pou experience vel another bevel of the

respective country; small restasrants o food
dalls will serve local food and drinks such as
Insflian owrry, Peruvian dishes, Okinawan swests,
Talwanese dumplings, northemn African dishes,
Korean pancakes, or you just have o Cappuccing
om the ferrace of Alberobello, Some of the mone
popular areas, whidh indlude the Evnopean par
with the Bavaran Villoge, the Abatian House
and the Trulll froem liaky, hove bigger restauromts
and additional sbores whene the lapanese visibor
can buy souvenins in form of German sasages,
nuterackers or teddy bears, French wine, cheese
or hancdmusde clhsoodate, and lealion [Lt 2 A ol
oll or Milan salaml. For further souvenims, th
Woaorld Placs and the Museusm Shop at dwe end of
the Littke Worbd cirouit offer o wide range of



folkeraft and other accessorics from anound

wineld, such as Peruvian Mubes, knitted junspers,
omamenicd hoer stebrs, Indlam fabrics, Franken,
Italian and Alsatian wine, cookbooks and
covking inpredients. Since the park opened s
choors o the public in 15983, more than ben mdllion
peophe have wisited and the owners have
continually sdded new “coumtries’. with tw
European part belng the latest extension i 1998,
Thee eoorsemic recession that it Japan in the labe
19k has yet prevenied e park  from
embarking on the construction of further
‘owntrees’. Howeves, an aleeady reserved sibe
bebween Indonesia, Samoa, and Bavaria, awaits
the postponed construction of a Tudor England.

A second type of theme park development
combines dassical amusement park rides withoa
thematicenvironment that acts as a stage sl - for

rolleronastiers, boat toars, and shows. Themes :
range from mone conoephal ones such as Sea’ or
*Future’ to those that are based on histo- |

geographical motifs swch as “Spain’  or
‘Crermmany”. Here, bulbdings sre comstructed fo
provide o gemaral atmosphere that = achised
through  the wse of oertain  architectural
tvpologies, materiality, meatment of swriaoes,
signage o advertisements on buildings, all
complemented by emplovess wearkng, country
or regionally specific oosturmes and performidng
artist groups. Spatially, the parks ane divided Into
different mones or ‘lands’ that ame meserved for
one thermatic area andy, Although some shortouts
bebween different Tands” might be available,
rides and other attractions are arranged along
oee singhe rute. Admission for the conoeplual
tvpe |s generally charged for the whole pard, as
Ades and the thematical selting ane freeparalde,
Rides and special atiractions ane free of charge,
bl sometines requitre hours of queudng,. For the
park. that is arrangod around histo-geosraphical
thermes, there are wsually Bwvo different options: a
ticket for the park only, which allows you 1o
eriler, wander aboul and shop while engoving the
sething or a “passport’ Hoket, which also allows
el il ted aocess bo all attractions and rides.

‘Chima Spain Village® or ‘Parque Espaia’,
vivmeed by the privide train company Kinbetsa,
k= satuated within Fe-Shima Mational Park near
lsobe, three hours south of MNagova, Kintetsu
Cirporation, which providis the only svailabe
train conmection bo bsolbe, also osvns several bus
compandes, travel agenddes, major hotel chains,
department  stores anad supermmarkets. Bul,
“Kinbetsins mosl umporfaml commnitmert i o
conririfruie b M qralified Iefsare bome of [Hacer]
crestoireers. " Pamue Espafia’ opened in 1994 and
withim is first bwo operating vears more than 7
million people visited Spain in the Japanese
countryskde. lsobe train station, the adjacent
hotel, and various other buildings within this
small  toswn,  are already  resembling
architectural elements from Spain, such as the
white mediterranean rough cast and red tled
roodd, although @ =6l akes another fillech

minutes by bus to reach ‘Pangue Espafta’,
Admisshon b0 the park only s available jor
2800 Yen or arand E18, while a “passport’,
cntrance plus rides, comies o 4800 Yen, almaost
£32 per adult, Pargue Espafa |5 composed of
four main themed arvas: Cisdad, Tierra, Mar
anvd Fiesta, which form bwo basic parts: onc part
recreates warkows Spanish style urban and rural
bullding cnsembles that  are comblined with
spevial attractions and the other part features a
number of fun rides, Locabed just behing the
maln cntrance gates Is “Espafia Sirect’, a
eovered restaurant and shopping arcade with
v storey wrbane-scale buildings, said 1o be
imsplred by Las Ramblas in Barcclona. From
‘Cibedes Plaza’ you can cither take a keft turn
and go straight to “Flesta Plaza®, whene
amasement falr fun ndes ane arranged around
a Gaoudiesque centreplece. Or you conbine
your way Through 'Clbedes Plaza’ o the "Mayor
Maza", resembling Madrid's Maza Mavor, but
ot a much smaller scale, and from there on into
a scenle  arrangement  of Spanish  rural
architecture which provides the setting for
restaurants, shops, and special shows, Thene is
a large Roman theatre, a 16th century castle,
some Roman rukns. ‘Columbus Plasa’, and
ensembles of singhe stomey willage hoasses
forming squares or little steeets. While none of
the bulldings is an exact replica, architectural
tvpolegics from  the Spanish  segions  of
Andalusia, Seville, and Malaga, are sald to have

been the force behind these reconstructions.,
The anly place within the park where vou can
actually actheely learn something about Spaln
its history and cultuee, is bocated within s
above mentioned costle. The "Muse' displays
Spanish arl and history of various periods and
alse provides some  information  alemet
traditional crafts. Apart from the factaal
material provided by the museam, e [apancse
visitor can further experienoe Spain through
consuming the park's numerous pestaurants
and shops. Throughout the park, “Theme
Restaurands’, bars, and cofds offer Spanish style
focd and drinks such as Paclla, Tapas, churros,
bersian cakes, Sangrea and Spandsh colfier, 11 s
#lso possible to order your meal in Spanish as
menars are abways bilingual. Shops offer a wide
range of merchandise, ranging ffom simple
souvenirs such as pens and hals, to hams-
enamelled ceramics, leather products, fummilune
and fashion, which also includes lamenco
costumees and matching shoes. You can also
purchase imported Spanish crockery, pots and
pans. The major attraction though is the
"Espafia Carnbval’, a parade “udridr Iromponmies
e Hhewnes of Spanial fesitoals and  froditioan
celiere.” Onee a day, band wagons featuring
themies such as Don Oulvote and Sancho Parca,
Drall, Preasso, huﬂﬂ!.;_l'lh. and Flamenoo b Hwe
park on & fixed roule. Spanish and Japanese
artists illustrate the respective tueme Wunosgh
further dance and theatrical performances,

The thied type of park recalls In many ways a
srmall bowem oF (seaside) odiday resort, Thene ane
hobels, pubs, restaurants, pharmacies, police and
fire stations, and a wide range of dothes shops
within the parks boundaries, many of which
with opening hours exvcoeding the general
opening hours of the whole park. The general
spatial layot draws from elements of an actual
small towm or city. There are o serbes of smaller
and bigger squanes, pedestrian zones and stroets
carry ing, some inbernal motorised tralfic, mamos
kimes, differently scaled tosmdwuses, and mone
oF liss inberesting or important buildings, Some
of the architectupe bs copled directly, while
others represent simgplified  varkations on the
theme townhowse or market building, achieved

through the use of a certain material and the |

owerall proportions of a building. In some wavs
this tvpe of development also brhaves like a
amall town in the sense that Bt for example

openly collects garbage.

Huls ten Bosch® in the South of Japan is |

sdvertised as ‘e city mwhere people meud malire
covrsl.” By traki it takes one and a hall ours
from Magasaki or Fubkuoka, You arrive al Huis
ten Bosch stathon a stop which & incorporated
imbe the natiomal rail network of Jagan Ral. If
yoll aerive [n MNagasakl by plane, a speedboat
takes you 0 Aty menules straight from the
airport to Huis ten Bosch maring, which is
alrexdy pact of thi vast development. "Huks tem
Bosch® opemed in 1992 al a botal cost of 525
biillom, and more than 0 million people visibed
the park during the last ten vears. Tts tofal arca
covers 152 hevtanes, and located within the park
are four hotels with almost 1000 rooms, 69
shops, and 58 mestaurants, bars and cafds, plus
naeenmes altractions and muscums, Admission
to the park only Is 420 Yen, about £28, and
addrmissbion plus free sooess o altractions and
migseums is available through the ‘Huis tem
Bosch 1 Day Feee Passport’ for 5800 Yen, almost
L4 The latler also allowws the use of various
tramsport facilithes throughout the park, such as
caral cruksers and buses. Huls ten Bosch oonsists
of a number of exoct meplices of landmark
bubldings from varkoaes Dhitch cifes, buf most of
the bulldings are only inspired by exisiing
buildings or they are just atmospherical
rearcations. However, any bullding within “Huds
ten Bosch’ was built with bricks that wese
imported from Holland, The “masterplan’ (o
the whole development ls described as being
desapiwed I the same way as Duilch cithes have
developed over the confuries. The historical and
architectural development is divided into five
phases: 13k, 12th - ik, 148th - 17th 19th and
Hith cenbury. The Fest phiase is deseribed as the
peneral establishment of a village with the
proction of sbone houses and the building of
rotds, represented by “Spakenburg” tn Huls tem
Bosch. During the second phase inner and ouler
ports and a fish market were added and at the
centre of the town a dty hall and a chusch wene
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erected,  which  is  synonymous  with
‘Binnenstad’ and "Museumstad’, The third
phase, portrayed in “MNivuwstad' and “Uirecht’,
witnicsses the enlargemont of the harbour and
an extension of the ity through lurther
reclamation of land from the sea, on which
warchouses, townhouses, and a  larger
marketplace are built, o= well as the Royal
Paliace of Hubs ten Bosche The perbed of the 19th
cenfury, an ofa of massive industriallsation and
the building of railroads, finds no architectural
expression in Huds tem Bosch, it it b sabd Uhat
the system of canals was extended and 0 was
the Roval Palace, During the last phase, the
brochure explaims, W ol disiricl, manien, ool
docks v reslemeloped 1o oale comforlahle firtng

swioes Iy mwsdern slorudirds” [foemer warchowises
ane niow housing Huls fen Bosch's hotels), and

the ‘subuebs® are  further  developed.
"Wassenaar', a development of more than 300
villas and apartment buildings, featuring 17th,
i8th and 1%th century style architectune, has
been  bullt on redoimed land  next o
"Mievwstad'. All this has been built in a
corsirection Here of bess than four vears,

Throasghoast fapam, a growing number of theme
park developments are either spedalising on the
display of country specific themes or the wse of
forcign and ewotic motifs for new projects
Similarly, the numenoss Disney parks as well as
various European and Amerlcan parks have
startied to re-create and exhibit other parts of the
world. And although this form of theme park
can be seen as the moest  compressing
arrangement of a country”s complex strechure of
history, culture aivd architecture, olther recent
architectural developments increasingly deaw
on the same visual principles. Museums,
theatres, mulliplex cioemas, shopping malls,
urban entertatnment condres and oven urban
e Gty Pegenaratbon projects ane thermatised
through stmplifed historcal, geegraphcal, and
cubtwral elernents as well as architectural motifs

It took Jubes Verne's Phileas Fogg eighty days to
travel arpund the wordd, only to arrve agatn In
his distinguished London club. When he
hurried from England to France, and then on
through Egvpt India, China Japan, MNorth
Armerica, Ireland amd back to England, it wasn't
his inlention bo espersenoe other couniries and
cultures, although he more or less acchdentally
did, but his interest was o sportimg olsesshon
wiith time and travel. Today, the modern theme
park offers the possibility of experiencing
foreign countries and cultures, withoul even
having to travel. Theme parks, as one form of a
completely controlled environment, deliver
predictable conditions of safety and guarantesd
pleasure within a well defined perbod of Hme
and space. In thal respect these parks can be
see a5 a buillt condensate of the manfsclured
package tours of the travel industry or a guide
book in s physkeal forin.  Tatjana Schneider
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Sign A Rama - for all your signage needs, Panda House, Star Fish Bar, Chili ‘'n’ Cream, inbetween a Chinese and an Indian
restaurant the local Chippy, run by an Italian, Diverted Traffic, suburbia, two storey terraces, red sand stone, probably 1910s, back into the city,
tenements rhythmically modulated facades, Mon surgical face lifts, the promise for beauty without pain, an impressive mansion at the corner
of Queens Park, UEFA Champions League Final, Playstation 2, Battlefield Road, emptied corner of the block lies there like a real battle
ground, Mellville Car rental, the street full of parked white vans, Hyundai, Manufacture of football kits, UEFA Champions League
Final, Mastercard, Minuteman Press - for the job you need yesterday, again 1910s suburbia, Second Avenue - Scottish defeat to the
English terraced house, quarter-detached houses, Hampden Park - Scottish Football Museum, the stadium as an alien in an alienated
surrounding, Hampden Cars Private Hire, ASDA, sitting in a cleared open field that became a car park, No. |: Best company to work
for, We are open when you need us, Police - Warning: it is an offense to drink alcohol in a public space, no offense to be drunk,
Frﬂip&{.t Hill, how much prospect is here in the three 1960s Tower blocks, |m]:..r|'_:u: il guud view, Welcome to South Lanarkshire, no more
UEFA Champions League Final here in Lanarkshire, 30s detached houses in a dirty white, approaching Rutherglen, Atomic Kitten supports
KEEP BRITAIN TIDY, paving stones guiding the blinds lead onto a Halifax Cash Point, Road & Track (closed), Motorworld, et ,
Bedrooms, an open field, overgrown with some rudimentary structure on it, *Rent me", a site with cleared up brick sheds, the stones still
laying in piles, overgrowing, crossing the River Clyde, glittering in the sun, colourful circus wagons opposite some petty 80s housing, Sunnybank
stl‘EEt, all windows of the tenements are boarded up, Fuck the FIJFIE, two tonwerblocks {!l'l.-'l,'l‘]lll{'lki['ll: vacant |;;||'|r_{r the streets lam ps of the |'|:ru.*-.i:|'|:|_§
blocks still lined up, the houses gone, grass instead, Springfield Road, post modern design for the bin areas, the houses in front it empty, ready
to be binned, in the background Parkhead Stadium, Don't live a little, live a LOTTO, next to 5t. Michael's Primary School Barr Soft Drinks,
Parkhead Cross - looking towards the site of the former Parkhead Forge works, now just The Forge, glass pyramids containing a shopping centre,
opposite Mecca Bingo, behind it nothing, in the distance derelict train tracks, Adele Ivs Billy, New Life Church, the windows behind heavy
metal grilles, to the left pigeon towers and trailer homes, to the right, in the distance the burned down 30s tenements of Haghill, sun shines
beautifully on the new green grass, Duke Street, The Loudon Tavern - The greatest pub in the world, painted blue, For Sale, To
Let, To Let, To Let, Karaoke Thu, Fri, Sat, For 5Sale, Discount Zone, At the end or the beginning of Dennistoun villas and formerly
luxurious terraces, Alexander Dennistouns’ failure to attract the bourgeoisie to the east, brutalist architecture for the Glasgow abattoir enriched with
some 80s soft vellow, Great Western Hotel (closed), passing the Glasgow Mecropolis, last home of the wealthy merchants, Cathedral
Square and Castle Street, medieval mimicry and a Tourist Information sign, scratching the edge of the official city, in the axis of the
cathedral portal a statue of David Livingstone, Royal Infirmary - Danger Demolition in Progress, crossing the M3, Sighthill 1/2 mile,
on the embankments of the motorway grows long grass and wild dandelions, Sighthill, ten highrise slabs, 19 stories each, containing 2500 flats, the
lowered street cuts through an artificial landscape, no footpaths on both sides of the street, Fountainwell Avenue, CCTV cameras control all
zones inbetween the single slabs, St. Rolox Church of Scotland - last reminder of the St. Rolox District, "earth's nearest suburb to hell” ( James
Stewart MP 1924), rows of simple gravestones in the Sighthill Cemetery, poor counterpart to the lavish monuments of the merchants on the Glasgow
Necropolis, St. Rolox Superstore - turn right, “Rent Me”, Barrat Homes, filling the gaps of the formerly industrial fabric, only every
fourth parking space is occupied, Springburn Health Centre, the size of it might be reciprocal to the health of the Springburn community,
Springburn Possilpark Housing Ass., two high rise towers, triumph of prefabrication, the ground floors decorated with a joyful red, above
24 storeys of infinitive grey, green slopes with no people around, Hawthorne 5t., 1930s tenements, refurbished some time ago, some flats boarded
with metal sheets, an empty old brick shed along the street, romanesque windows like in a place of worship, Gala - free admission, Autoglass,
Denmark Street, buildings in a rotten state, Library Bus on the city council car park , Northside Motor Factors - discount car
components, Yogue Bingo - For Sale, on the right, behind brick walls, new Wimpey Homes, "Parkview’, "Hillgrove Gardens’,
Showflat Open, on the left Ruchill Hospital - abandoned, Shannon Street, a man with a Republic of Ireland football strip, Ruchill, between
the semi detached interwar houses a glimpse of the Campsie Fells in the distance, a building site, timber frame houses, some already cladded with
bricks, crossing the Forth & Clyde Canal, Chapel Street Industrial Estate, indicating the work ethic?, McDonalds Drive-Thru, opposite
Maryhill Shopping Centre, formerly the site of the Maryhill goods station, in-tune - full trained technicians, the remains of wall and gate
of the Maryhill Barracks, behind it the Wynford Estate, suddenly: The Westend, red sandstone, glowing in the evening sun, front gardens, flower
pots on the window sills, trees in the streets, UEFA Champions League Final, Mastercard , Western Gate Partick X - luxury 2 &
3 bed room apartments, what are normal apartments these days?, Partick Train Station, Nail Enhancement Specialist, the view from
Dumbarton Road towards the Granary, "the biggest brick building in the world", the top floors are already gone, the destruction on the waterside
still invisible, into the Clyde Tunnel, deeper and deeper, 30 miles max, again on the Southside, simple two storey houses, terraces, semi-
detached, two iron goals make it a football ground, a newly built cul de sac estate is fenced off from its 1980s predecessor, a 1930s estate still relating
to the public street, the street is a motorway feeder, Southern General Hospital, out patients next entrance, kids throwing stones against
the windows of an empty shed, Vauxhaul Frontera Sport, turquoise metallic, Fairfield Green - six flexible villas, looking more than
garages, in the distance Rangers FC, Football Stadium, Elderpark Workspace, barbed wire metal fences with a dense hedge behind it
obstructing intrusive views, JR Scaffold Service, Timber and Building Supply, Covan Cross with Govan Underground Station, a
triangular square defined, by ten trees, no benches, Colopops - ideal lunchbox food, observed by a set of large CCTV cameras on high masis,
Strathclyde Passenger Transport Broomland Depot, brown brick and barbed wire, v VA, ... 08, ... Ouel coeeona, signage on the
Govan Shopping Centre, Hury Hury Hury Hury, a boarded window, no people around, Power Plant Hire, a shed, brick base, corrugated
metal roof, six windows, all shut with roller blinds, around it a tarmac car park, one car and a portacabin, Govan Police Station with a Prison at its
rear - closed, Broomland Public School - (closed), Govan Town Hall - nothing to govern any more, Glasgow Science Centre, four cars
on a huge car park, three silver aliens without context, BBC Scotland site awaiting construction, The Loudon Tavern - The greatest pub in
the world , -this time in Govan, Union Jacks hanging out of the windows, Mohamed Sawar MP, Gordon Jackson MSP, New Labour
Paisley Road Surgery, Kinning Park Industrial Estate, the M8 flying over ten meters above ground, Strawberry Garden, Asian
children playing in the streets, Yamaha Motorcycles, The Biker Barber, gents £6, OAPs £2.50 Florian Kossak
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REMEMBER THE DEAD -
FIGHT FORTHE LIVING

On the Xth of April this year like cvery
ather year millions of people around the
world observed  International Workers
hMemorial Day, It has been celebrated im
Morth America for more than lwenty years
where It originated to commemorate the
introduction of a compensation scheme in
Canada for men and women who ane killed
or injured im the workplace. Spain has
l.:-l'l'i1.i1'|||!| |'l.1‘l|q;|'|1-u.‘v|.! thi l.|u:. sinoe 19949, This
year In the United Kingdom over thirty local
events were organised to mark the occasion;
many by communily groups set up to
suppoert those directly affected by work-
relabed death, injury and disease,

Sinee 1974 three and a half thousand bullding
workers have been killed in the United
Kingdom and ten times as many have suflfered
major injurkes. Countless others have had to
liwe weith the leng-term consequences of poos
working conditions — chronke phiysical and
mental illness including resplratory disease,
repetitive strain injury and musculbo-sheletal
problems, The most recent Health and Safety
Executive fgures for J000/2001 reported a
annual 317 rise In the number of construction
industry deaths. Fewer people bost their lives
in fishing, farming and manufacturing
combined, Nor do these faceless Agures record
the personal storles of tragedy and paln each
sufferer and relative carries with them, nor the
experiences of the thousands who have lost
thelr lives after lemgthy, debilitating illness
comtracted as o consequence of exposune o
bailding sites to hazardous materials such as
asbestos. Desplte the disturbing nature of
these figunes and the grim apwand trend of the
death toll, a quick survey of the plethora of

Yufowsd Feaaiaciid e |.'.hf.|'r.l|£- conriafming pabsafies i 1978
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magazines and websites dedicated bo the
construction  industry,  including  the
rmainstream architectural press revealed not o
mention of International Workers Memorial
Day. The white-collar construction press treals
the dally tragedies of the bullding site In an
unashamedly white-liversd fashion. Innocent
onboekers might conclude that the journalists
wiorking for these publications have carelessly
missed & good story whilst the cynde could
understandabkly  reach  rather  different
conclusions — that the advertising rovensc
which sustains all trade journals creates a
blind spot on their investigative radar which
facilitabes and sustains this complicit cover-up,

An unmwillingness o address the human
suffering at the centre of the industry can be
traced directly to the boardrooms of the major
construction companles, the teading foors of
the Inbernational markets and the government
ministries responsible for regulating  the
imdustry. Like all listed companies the big
housebuilders and construction glants are
legally required to anmually report and
publish thelr financial performance. Why then
are they not alsoe obliged o publish their safety
record? Recent research has shown  that
workers are Ibwice as safe in unbonised
workplaces where safely representalives have
full comsultation rights (London Hazared
Centre). Why bsn't every bullding site required
by law to such &
representative? Ceniral government has
repeatedly stabed its commitment to reducing
the mumber of workplace sccidents and has
promdsed Hme and again to Introduce new
offenses o make prosecutions for Corporate
kil |'|'|g EASET.

provide workers
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Whiy then can the average workplace expect a
visit by the Health and Safety Executive only
once every fourteen years and why hasn't a
single company director spent a night in jail
for the avoidable death of one of their
employecs? What chanoe is there of any of this
changing when  youmg  construction
professionals ane rigosous]y trained and tested
in the smoke and mirrors art of contract lass
bait are told nothing of the Industries historical
prodilection for anti-trade union practicoes and
its penchant for casualised labour,

The MacPherson Inquiry team who studied
the Investigation inte the murder of Stephen
Lawrence declared that the police and
prosecution services were Sinstitutionally
racist’. By this it meant that although not all
policemen or prosecutors were themselves
racist the systems and procedures employed
by these organisations made them incapable
of acting in a non-racist manner. The time
has come te accept that the construction
industry is suffering from a sirmilar malady
There cxists a fundamental “imskitutional
complicity™ which allows the hunting of
profit o run roughshod over the rights of
thousands of workers involved in the
imdustey. The privatisation of public
services, compulsory competitive tendering,
Private Fimance Initiative, Public Private
Partnership always mean worse working
conditions and therefore greater risk of
accident and llness. The near complete
casualisation of construction labkour has led
directly to death and injury. Construction
cempanies who are legally obliged to serve
their shareholders ahead of their employees
must search endlessly for greater profits
These  pressures  demand  Increased
productivity from a workforce already
working some of the longest hours in
Ewrope in conditions where proper salety
Measures  oosl and ithi
construction  process  while  directors
demand its constant acceleration.

IOy slow

It Is not acceptable for architects amd
designers to abnegate thelr responsibilities
in this matter. How many architects have a
thorough knowledge of the safety records of
their regular contractors? What rights do
workers employed by these firms have in
terms of sick pay and compensation in the
event of an aeckdent? How many architects i
aware of the exploitation of casualised
labour within a construction firm would
mention it to a client who is happy to acoept
their attractive “competitive” tender?

lhe Labour government's privalisation of
local  authority housing through stock
transfer (glaspaper (1) has been universally
welcomed by the construclion industey in
general and architects in particular. Despite
referenda resulls that recorded significant
resistance o transfer in Glasgow amd
refection  in  Birmingham the
majerity of construction professionals have
publicly privately welcomed the
government's  willingness to  aid  the
industry in its bid to accelerate their rates of
profit. Stock transfer exponents claim three
thousand jobs will be created in Glasgow.
[hese will not be created by the local
authority whose Direct Labour Organisation
offered high standards of training and
remuneration; if ceeated at all they sill be in
small sub-contractor firms whose safety and

cutright

and

training standards are much more variable
and where (ol sec urily 15 al a minimuem.

Omce again the architecture profession has
found lsell chasing the crumbs of a financial

05 plospaper

seftlement which sees the local and national
state washing its hands of a social service -
in this housing = thee  built
cavironment which supports 1t. Such
desperation and short-termism has seen the
problems of a low-skilled, caswalised and

[RM B .II1-|_‘|

non unionised workforce extend into the
'|I.|'I.lt|_' 1_'|_'|'|'|.J:' |,1r|_||'-|_"\-|.1-|i-|'|r1l-\. |.1.'E1.-|'|'\-||.' Hl'l::;qﬂ
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rermuneration and recognition.

If architects are to retaln their unlgue role
within the construction precess: indeed §f
the architect is to have any future at all then
thelr ability to imagine other and of course
better worlds must be placed at the top of
their list of responsibilities. This imagining
must alse be applicd with equal gusto to a
radical rethinking of the construction
Imdustry itself, It is pointless advocating a
Lord Rogersesque Urban Renaissamce of tree
limed avenwes, high density cities and
vibrant communities If these places are bullt
by construction firms endangering the lives
aof 1."!.5'!'|l.r|1l.'l.‘|, casualised labour, It 5 iname to
complain about the industries inability to
deliver |Ii4;|'| qmﬂ'lt:p 1"l.I||di|'||.'..=- i Vil ane
willing 1o turn a blind eye to the
fragmentation of training programmes, the
obliteration of apprenticeship schemes and
the full frontal assault on the trade union
meovement. Tiny concessions bo design won
by the architect during contractual processes
like PFl or PPP that always demand ‘best
value' will anly ever be that = comcessions,

Those searching for a “new architecture’ to
emerge in Scotland endlessly look for
buildings or projects which will signal this
arrival. They are right to do se ln that others
will judge us by whal we produce, However
they fall entirely to recogmise that the quality
of design, construction and programene of
amy bullding reflects the mode of production
and complex social relationships of the
industey and soclety from which [t has
emerged, Would it not be betler to be known
for Mgh standards of bullding construction

that refllected a  highly skilled and
generously remunerated workforce thal
created environments collectively,

respoading to human needs and desires? O
trundle on endlessly with the mean spieited,
profit driven industey that allows scores of
1ts 1.'|"||.'l-|l.:-:| ees o die U|I|'|I|.'l.'u-=-.l."||:r zach
visar? If all that seems a little far-fietched then
at least lets see the following suggestions
implemented without delay.

SUPPORT THE PROSECUTION OF COMPANY
DIRECTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR SAFETY WHEN
AVOIDABLE ACCIDENTS DCCUR

FIGHT ALL FORMS OF PRIVATISATION AND
CASUALISATION OF LABOWR WITHIN THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY

DEMAND THE PUBLICATION OF SAFETY
FERFORMANCE RECORDS FROM ALL COMPANIES

DEAL ONLY WITH COMPANIES WHICH GRANT FULL
RIGHTS TO TRADE UNION RECOGNITION AND
ENSURE THAT ALL BWILDING SITES ARE
ACCESSIBLE TO SAFETY REPRESENTATIVES

RECOGNISE  INTERNATIONAL  WORKERS
MEMORIAL DAY ON APRIL 28TH EACH YEAR AND
LOBEY ALL WITHIN THE CONSTRUCTION
INDUSTRY TO DO LIKEWISE

Allan Arles
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SMITHFIELD MARKET,

DUBLIN,
FRIDAY NIGHT,
2002

Sendthficld Market, Dabling Friday ndghe, 3002
In o scerse redolent of a fusion between the
architecture of the Third Relch and a
petrochemical plant. a serbes of oversized lamp-
standards strike info the distance. Heoently
designed by an award winndng archlie, each
lamp is crowned by a flaming torch which
dispatches thowsands of kilojoules of buming
methane inte the nlght sky. Opposite. e
hollowed out shell of a former whishey
distillry soommesdales a misture of lusury
apartments, a trendy hotel and bae sundrey
boutipes and bstros and, unsurprisingly, a
hertage centee dedicated to the histoey of
whiskey, In an ironie peversal, the distillery

stack, no longer required fo expel paseous
wasle, confabms on  its summit & glass
observation  platform. Here, for a small
consideration, tourists can gaze over the city; fo
the foregrouncd, swihere the site of & oollection of
scrap-vands ks carmarked for lusury apartments
of, il they look carefully inbo the distonee,
witness the moment whene the suburbs bleod
into the horizon. The sceme ks familiar to many
Furopean clbies. Bulldings and forms ofginally
dissigned tioe mewt the atilltarian requirements of
manufacturing process become fecast as novel
and excibing places o be and Hvee As the
distanes of history allows the spaces of industry
o b peduced bo @ landscapse of spectacle, all tw
troublesome realities of production disappsar.
Here, the young professional can inhahbit a
phantasmagorsc worbd of mube ehimneys, silent
machinery and absent industrinl worker,

Mmstalgha for the spaces of Induostry bs, bowever,
a product of both historical and geographdical
distanee. As the prodoction of the mapority of
the world's goods has shifled bn last few

decades  from  western  societies  to the
developing world, heavy industry lends to be
something which happens elsewhere, boyond
the fringes of our experience and under
chreumstances we have no direc knoswdedge of,
Ihe western citv. onoe the workshop of The
nation state, has been redefined s a contse of
services: Woairksm, finance and bolsure. One of
thi consequences of this process [s an increased
emphasis on the acsthetic qualitices of ils central
arcas, [ndeed, i the infermational competition
for tourist revenue, the production of a
miar ketable image, ensures all sorts of disparate
bul  pictusesque phenomenon bocome
repackaged as the city's 5t of attractions. At the
same  time, however, it prsupposes e
euclisbon of those groups and phenomaenon
whose presence may disturb the harmony. As
the masmibser of homeless people living n Dublin
has risen exponentially in the ten years or o of
unprecedented boom simee the fnaugoration of
Irelanad's: “Celtic Tger' eoonomy, it lkas been
matched proportionally by new measures fo
profibit thetr presenoe in cortaln areas of Hwe
chiw

There am, however, historic odwees o all this,
Dhblin, unfike Manchester or Glasgosy, did not
ooy bis development as a cty Lo te lamge scale
industrial complines of the nineteenth confury.
Instead, it= growih began ruch carller It is
inextricably linked with the colonkalisation of
Irclansd, wivich, whilst beginning in the tenth
cendury was not fully consolidated unit] the end
of the seventeenth, when vast tracts of land
wirpe bradvsferred, as the spolls of vickors, inlo L
hands of the colonksing forces of soldiers,
miencemaries and advenluress. The dissection of
the islamd, however, was also conlingent oan thee
colonksers’ more radical approach to land and
sprece. They intnsluosd an abstract, rational
systern of measurement and representation
which simultameously dissolved indigenous
Irish soctal and cultural connections to lud and
replaced them with Imported ldeas of land
mamagerment and property rghts. This Arst act
of ‘disenchantment’ was reinforced in e
cighteenth century. when the Ideology of
immpeoverment” inbrsducsd fo both Britain and
Iredamad, & new concemn for the producivity of
Land and more importantly, s potentlal &s a
soraroe of profit, The methods wsed bo realise Uhis
potential heralded the dawn of the modern,
capitalist age: the transition of peasants to
wape-labourers, the enclosure of common land
and the creaton of ‘economies of scales’: vast
which new lechnologies and
mechanisation eould efficently reap
harvests. The nesult was bwo contradichory
tvpes of surplus. An eoonomic surplus, which
for the colonistng farmes, manibested itseli na
bullt environment of consplouos consumption
of palatial villas and plessure garders, Thise,
whilst deriving feom the new and radical
agricultural methods, were characterised by an
archibecture ol ‘antique stmplicity’: a trans-

farms on
vasl

historical and legitimising  acsthetic ol
permanence The other type of surplus was of a
human kind; the peasants and wage-labourers
sohose labowsr, due to the Impact of technology,
wias mo longer required on the Tand, driit
tonwinrds thie growing urban contees, The impact
of both types of surplus on Dalblin created a
serics of bensions and contradictions which
have been ploved out in one form or another
ever sinee,

In mideighteenth centery Duabling the rich
began bo vacabe the squalid and heterogeneous
Md Town, home o lannenes, plggeries,
nameneurs small industries and thelr associated
wierkers, for  sockally  homogeneous  and
resedendinl suburban enclaves, Cheer the Last
quarter of the centery, under the acgis of a
government quango called the Wide Steeet
Commissioners, the diy was neshaped in oo
series of moves which altempted to link the
disparate subwrbs with key bulldings and create
a diserete but unified colonkal clty, Here, the
ruling class could Teteurely hask in the reflocted
glory of a serbes of massive and elaborate
architectural stage sets thed together by wide
avid comimasdious stroeets,

The partiticn Bebwesn this "Gy of spectacle’ and
its himterland, howeves, was often paper thin
Spictres of decay and destibution, omissaries
from a burgeoning “Other” city, perpetually
appeansd @0 the new, magnifioent landscapse
contradbcting s message of beauty and
harmomy. The second half of the eighteenth
cenfury witnessed the creation of a sevies of new
of  Improved casceral and  discplinasy
institutions: the Workhowse was extended, a
tunatie asylum oreated, a hospital deslgned for
those “pltensive bo sight’ wis opensd as well as
the intreduction of varous other measunes o
samitise” (he strocts. Perhaps the most . potent
example of the altempied diviston of the <ty
into two discrele pones of speclacle and
imwisibility was bwo building designed by the
same architect. City Hall was one of the first of
Dublin's mew architeciural sel-pieces. A large
white neo-classical bullding, It provided a
spectacular vista for one of the wide sbreets,
Unly a fesww hunded yards aveay, Mewgnte Gaol
was constructed In black Hmestene and
sidressed narmow  steeets in a  cramped
cotigested section of th ity wntosced by dvie
improverents. In the centre of its agade, the
huiging gebbel. mechanism of voscution. was a
permanent theatrical reminder to a working
clazs audience, of the perils of transgression

Geographical distance from the spaces and
agents of indwstry andd the peodisction of goods
has always been a lusury of the wealthy, I8 s
only today, hosvever, thal this separation is
prodominanitly on a global scale,

Chur curnend Iust for nostalgia is ondy paossible
baecinese pair yoesterdays sHI exdst i the working
class sectors of the developing world: satanic
fiectories, extensive  Industrial  pollution,
widespread indwstrial accdents, Insalubrious
shanty housing and the sestine and savage
supprresston of workers groups and unbons

Here, as the production of goods has given svay
b the production of information and services, it
has  simultaneously  produced  massive
opporbunities for wealth accumulation for the
fesw, whilst ercating an areay of Inseoure, hw
pald and odien emporary pobs for the many,
Indeed, evin as the Irsh ecomomy edges
towards  full  ermployment.  an already
burgeoning underclass s swelling, Such
polarksation produces sharper
juxtapositions.

TVEen

Last winder, as the lamp standards of Smithfild
blasted off surplus nergy as llaming spectacle
homeles dharitios were reporting the deaths of
surplus population in the streets

Gary Boyd




Some of our latest references in the citu centre of Glasgow _

GLASGOW-DEMOLITION
no building tough enough

-—-u—,ls_there a llsted hulldmg in uuur Llli:lg')
;_h_ _— Can'Egemrbe bothered with.a careful renovation?
e dinvestment need more space? = -
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*DEMOLITION - GLASGOW-DEMOLITION Itd
* OVER-NIGHT EXPLOSIONS - the first choice of Glasgow €ity Council
*LONG-TIME DETERIOATION -

-WASTE PRODUCTION - EJLE"’
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Small Ads

materials

LANDSCAPE YOUR GARDEMW
with greenfisld turf remoned froem
MT4 construcikon slie, dead
chiap deals awallable, (ref
T5TR1)

GIVE YOUR HOUSE the '‘Tudor
Lock', trad. effect timbers, easy
selfl pdheske fiengs, only £50
por set, (ref 15632)

TRIFLE GLAZED WINDOW
units, ideal for new [uliding
deselopments mEar MOoLoraays
and busy strests, [rel 37TES)

 TRADE-IN

yvour old fibre
cement panels
for new, 50%
discount with
your old panels
being recycled,
all panels
considered
(ref 74001)

BEAUTIFUL GREEM MARBLE
for terement fireplacs, nowly
mported range from Taman (raf
L2643}

REAL “SCOTTISH SLATE®

frcen China and Mongola, passes
Historical Scotland test, (ref.
F54B5})

SECOMD HAMD FIBRE cement
pangls, regure careful treating,
mist collect, (ref, 15634)

LECOND HAMD COMCRETE
glabs, from 19608 Mew Town
developmant in  Cumbaernauld,
mist; collect, (ref, 432001)

KEEP PART OF GLASLOWS
HISTORY N YOUR ©GARDERM
Brickwork from  formsr 51,
Andriws  Printworks  buikding,
excellent tar menskiack
drivevways, (raf. £2198)

BAROMIAL=LOOK shop fittings,
uped by hardrassar, (rad, 217500

TIMBER STYLE COMCRETE
baams phs CONSLUCTION Sorvices
avalabie, Contact us today for a
quote, (e, 07 56R0)

ROMAMESQUE COLUMNS,
woull suit entrance of ségla
datached vills, almost !, (ral,
1533}

TRADITIONAL PUB FITTINGS
for sabs, dun [0 CoOMEsen @i
trasndly caddsbar, (nel, QOZ100

USED BRICKS FROM the
‘Workd's Legest brick building’,
recently destroyed, sokd by the
Cublc makre, uSe a5 plan SoLngnr
or for your perscnal building

ngadcs, {ngl, o )

16 KILOMETRES OF cable out
of bankrupd's eetate, (rel, 31703)

SAMDETOME EFFECT
firnplaces, by twa ard git one
porcalain tger Prgs, (Fal, 62024)

POMPEIl FOR EVERYOME -
Romman-siyle tiles, badichanalian
modits dvalabda, {red. 41262)

CCTY CAMERAS low hame uis,
quadity surveillance of  your
private pramises, indoor use
possible, (ref. 21078)

PRE-DECATED buildng pams for
sabe, only 10 connoisewrs, (ref.
3007 2]

GIVE YOUR HOUSE the 'Nea
Gothic  Pugin-Look’. trad. effect
stone  butfresses, easy self
sdhesive fiings, only £120 per
sef, (rel. 15632)

CHOOSING A LAMINATE
floce? Extensiae range of finkhes
available, fres estimate &
professional service guaranteed,
[ref. 43903)

ANTICD DECORATIVE floorng
services. Ceramics, canpet, tles
and winyls for pubs, chabs, hotels,
affices frtted, [ref. 521249)

VEMETIAN STYLE FACADES,
suthentic colours, material
mported from Raly, traditional
techniques, (ref. 13M0%)

RETRO-FITS FOR amy use! We
refit shops, offices, or your
prevate flat, (ref. G031

1920 LINOLEUM STYLE

Moors, wied ook, traditicnal
oolowar  schemes, pesfect Tor
historical rédene lopement

schemes, (ref. B4301)

Authentic
Roman
and

Greek
Mosaics

Add modern motifs of
yaur choicel

(red. 22043)

ey S —
SRR SRV eEe]

FACADE BETENTION for sake,

wvigwing  from  Monday  to
Saturday, 9 am until & pm, will
delver, (ref. 17003)

19TH CEWTURY STYLE
ConeErvatories, complele service,
two  years guarantee,  (ref
21228]

TRANSFORM YOUR GARDEM
with tropecal Lmiber deciong, a
wide range of rare types
available, (ref. 341882

JAPAMESE STYLE GARDEM
designed and bt by natie
enpert team, designed after Feng
Shud principles, (ref. O3062)

new developments

OLD MILL COMVERSIOM 1o
hivuiry o Bednocem apartmenls,
would  Suit  young  snghe
professaanals only, [ref. 56249)

ARCHITECTS OQOFFICE offers
PFI F  PPP services far
compeehensive schaools,
wniversities and hospitals, WE
0 THREE DESGMS FOR THE
PRICE OF TWOI, {ref. GOFA0)

FUMKY FLATE AND hip
houses, hupe choce for buyers,
stunning range of properlies.
Mow awaillable: Highgrowe Park,
Meadowside Wiew, and Faling
‘Water, {ref. 7510}

IF LUXURY APABRTMEMTS
are not good enough for wou, we
@ apecialsts in real decadent
residencies! Totally discrete,
{rel. 35815)

STaY IN HISTORICAL
Eglington Toll, two bedroom flat
1o lel ness motorway junction,
{ref. Z3761)

FANTASTIC VICTORIAN
BATHHOUSE, super by
focated in heart of Gowanhill,
suitable  for maned s
development of shops and
hamury flats, {ref. 32546}

STYLISH RE-DEVELOPMENT
right in the heart of Glasgow
City Contrel, former City Mals
converted into first class shops,
OKLY & FEW UNITS LEFT, {ref.
81007

TOWERBLOCKE FLATS TO
bet. qgood condition, slightly
damg, (ref. 31269}

EDWARDIAN LIBRARY
building corverted inta stylish
health  amd  leisure  centrel
Cantact T todiay far
membership applications. From
L7100 per montk, (ref. 01002}

CHURCH ©OF SCOTLAND
offers a wide range of
properties for wvarious uses.
Contact ws today for an
ilustrated catalogue af
altermative wses, (ref. 07 T02)

RE-DESIGHED MODERMIST
willa direct from oawnerl Mo
property agency inwohed. Great
historicizing  featurss, [ref.

10%21)

Ex SLEEPER TRAIN, single
camage wagons conwverted inta
permanent homes, two one bed
and ane two bed compartment,

would suit Tamily of Tour, {ref.
289TE)

MOBILE LIBRARY BUS under
new  management, time  and
locations wnchanged, call in for

ouw  extended range  of
architecture books, [ref.
QETINY

PARTS OF FORMER

Architecture and Dessgn Centre
converted mto offices, cne wnit
already let successfully to
international  Furneture  and
Design company, (ref. 54380)

UNIVERSITY FACILITIES
FOR privale hire aned
commercial functions, rooms

arvalable for groups of 10 up to
500 , (ref. Z1007)

CITY HALL COMMERCIAL
canferente Taiilities, city camlig

bocation, urusaal VEMUS,
allordable hamwy, (fal. SEE1E)

furniture

]
WAITING ROOM CHAIES and

operating tables 1o buy from
hospital, (ref. 30987)

SCHOOL FURNITURE FOR
sale? & wide range of chais,
tabes, and biackboards on offer,
[rel. 445672)

EX LOCAL AUTHORITY office
lemiture, inCleding chairs, tables,
lamps, good conditeon,  (ref,
11807 )

UMIVERSITY SELLS drawing
boards, high chars, and vanous
technical eguipment, high beds
preferred, (ref. 10037

TRADITIOMAL AND comtemp.
fumiture for all rooms of your
homas, 10005 of cemamental vwal
covenings & fabrics, (ref, 33067

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY SELLS
prie 19805 books, real bargais
avalable, (ref, TTI22)

GRIGIMAL MACEINTOSH
CHAIRS, bargain offers due to
changs of locaton, (e, 36657

CLASSIC BOS & TO5 oifice
furnitwre  for  sale, original
paciagng, (ref, 31056)

Prepare for
the M74
extension
now!

Do you live in
Govanhill, Toryglen,
or Rutherglen?
We have a wide range
of sound insulation
materials and air
filters available
(red 53012}

labour, services

5,000 FORMER  FARM
labpurars  from  Bangladesh
[work papers Supphedh Can
urdertake all types  of
constnaction, {ref, B0834)

ARE TOU PAYING 1o much for
your office staponary, your

CITY FOR SALE!
UOnce in a life-
time opportunity!

k

letterheads and business cands?
Cheap printing facilities
available in Burma, we also do

the posting for you!, (ref.

13 3)

ARCHITECTS OFFICE
OFFERS amy service for
minimum wajges, no RBA fee

scales apply, (ref. 9403%)

YOUNG HIGHLY
MOTIVATED architeci socks
joib, over howurs and night shifts
na problem, would alsc bBhng
parscnal BT, (ref. 20078)

HIGHLAMD EXPERIENCE
Parkk @5 seeking wnskilled
waorkers, shop assistants, and
claanars, warious other
ot med jobks  available,
minimum  wages paid, (ref.
OOER)

HATIVE FREWCH MWEEDED
four  new patisserie  and
boulangerie in Glasgow™s Waest
End, mo Englizh language skils
reguired, (ref. 34401)

ARCOSANTI IM ARIZONA,
US4, model-eco city s looking
for people who want to offer
Ewo weeks af unpaid labowr o
busbd community visitor centre.
Self-catenng. accommodation in
Em provided, (ref. BE201 )

UMIVERSITY PART-TIME
tutor books for summer job,
(red. 55217

DOORMENM FOR PUBLIC
Centre for Architecture and
Design and the City requredi
Must ke able to get physical
against wnwanted individuals,
(ref. 24800)

SECURITY COMPAMNY SEEKS
trustworthy, smart-loaking
indisiduals, men and women, Tor
surveillance of big name fashéon
shogs, {ref. O0179)

MADE TO MEASURE suits!
We take yowr measures here
and cur sweat shops in Lacs will
send your finished suit wia
couner services to woul (ref.
£5201)

PROBLEMSE WITH  ANY
unipleasant and annoying
community group? Somebody
standing in the way of yowr new
commercial development?  We
pave your way! (ref. 1009E)

WE DECORATE YOUR new
home! Whether wou need any
historicizing or  modernistic
features... We do your furnitune,
and accessoaes,

today? (ref. 47001]

GLASGOW DEMOLITION - no
building towgh  enowghl Al
buildings  considered.  Sec
opposite page for details, {rsf.
01821)

EHGLISH LANDSCAPE
garden design, guality
landscaping by professional
tradesmen, (ref, 33904)

Contact us

PRIVATE AMBULAMCE FOR
Lite casualties. We treal your
probléems wilh the mecassary
descralson, no InSur ances
invodved, (ref. 64704)

weatherproofed
Doric
and
Corinthian
columns
will enhance

every home and
garden

Full and half sizes
avaifable

(ref GOT3IE)
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|
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ALL BUSINESSES considensd
far amall shap or aMice in fanmar
haalth centre pramises. PRIME
LOCATION!, (el DDF43)

HOW TO JUDGE good
architecture? The complats quide
i e anvaslalibe ToF fres TV wour
lacal commumily cembhe, (Rel.
F0956)

TWELWVE CAD LICENSES fromn
achitects alfics 1hel returig 16
ik and pencls, (refl. 40671)

10,000 COPIES OF *Propcts
for Prada Part 7 , origingl price
E56, now oaly £3.50. all copees
gigred by Rem Eodhaas, must
oalect, [ref. 31004)

*CHANGING ROOME® 15040-
201 home-rescanded complete
saried on VHES bo Righean bidder,
(ref. 31002}

DO YO WANT 1o impress wour

fends? EBook-durmemies o Gl
yowd  shelves, anything  from
Enghsh Classics to  sowentific
tithes, (ref. 53035)

ADVERTISE
IN GLASPAPER
ARTICLES FOR SALE
AND WANTED
glaspaper
0141 4296891
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The specialisation of images of the world is complete in the world of the autonomous
image, where the liar has lied to himself. Guy Debord

Today, indeed, the principle task of ideological criticism is to do away with the impotent
and ineffectual myths, which so often serve as illusions that permit the survival of
anachronistic ‘hopes in design’. Manfredo Tafuri
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EARLY VISIONS OF EMANCIPATION

The class consciousness of oonstraction
labour like other wage workers evolves
throwgh a series of stages - the struggle for
existence, the struggle for union recognition,
the strike over wages and conditions, and the
formation of political demands. The struggle
for political rights, for forms of economic
redistribution, for the instigation of a workerss
government, on to the syndicalist decams of
society regulated and organised throwgh
trade umions, forms one part of this stery, in
which building workers In the nineteenth
century were often in the vanguard, But the
possibility of the development of a new social
form of labsmuar concerned not only its juridical
description in terms of labour's relations to
political institutions and organisations bt in
the concrete, creative character of labour
itself, that is the concept of praxis, that
liberated form of human activity which exists
beyond utilitarian notions of work,

The amarchist tradition that links Bakunim
and Kropolkin to Gan, Makhno, Voline, De
Santillan and te the anarchists of the
nineteen sixzties has remained as  the
conscience of many of the 19th and 20th
century political movernents that have been
unable o congquer power without its phoenix
like re-emergence as anether panoply of
discipline and deadening burcaucracy’.
Although the anarchist movement is as
complex and diverse as any other political
grouping. spanning a spectrurmn of wvalues
that conteasts and links the organisational
platferm of the Libertarian Communisis to
the contemporary ldeas of Ward or Sennett,
to the life style communes of the late
twentieth century, they all share in one way
of another an ungualified insistence on
individual and collective liberty. Historically
this has involved the critique of all forms of
aorganisational theory that attempted to give
contrel and power benlgn apparel, an attack
aon all forms of authortarian regulation of
which the state and its ultimate negation
remained pivotal. Bakunin had warned of
the “red bourgeoiste”, Prouhdon had alerted
anarchists to "barracks” socialism”, and
Orwell seventy years later would polmt
towards the “totalitarlanism of publlc
opinion”, a play on the process of
legitimising authority exploited by left and
right, that culminated in the implacable
oppesilion of the modern anarchist 1o the
bourgeos state.

The alternative imagination looked to small
scale organisations based on collective self
management, that should be temporary,
voluntary, autonomous, with acknowledged
‘specialist leaders’ but no  Cfollowers'.
Importantly as some of the programmes of
Spanish, Russian and Ukrainian anarchists
mdicated, this did pnotl esxclude an
underslanding of the importance of a lasger

and wider organisational model. There were
in fact quite sophisticated ideas on the
cstablishment of a federation of genuinely
free associations, a model that libertarian
communists shared with the early anarchists,
Absolutely central to this model of
organisation was the dismantling of
structures that not enly reinforoed class rule
but all of the associated forms of patriarchy
and gender discrimination, The anarchist
el of organisation which implied the full
amd equal participation of all members in
decisions making was to be universal in ils
application. Amongst all the other goals of
the anarchist movement were the crucial right
to free space and labour unencumbersd by
the beglslative arm of the state and capltal,

The anarchist movement is implicitly spatial
im that it envisages a decentralised network of
free commmunes that are not by mecessity anti
urban', Im other words theme may be cities, bul
there is no more capital dty. It advocates the
abclition of privale property over land, the
expropriation and re-distribution of bourgeols
property o the commumes amd the right of
wiorkers o organise production collectively
and  independently of compaulsion whilst
retaining the rght o personal possessbon
individually or collectively. Lastly the
amarchist movemnent has asplred to the
unhindered seli-management of cveryday life,
a further libseration of space but also of tme.

When Bakunin commented on the Paris
Commune a5 an  imagination of the
poessibllity of the free assoclation and
federalion of workers in all felds scientific,
agricultural, industrial and artistic, he
underdined a theme that has remained pivotal
te the libertarian mvovement. Jean Louls
Pindy, a delegate to the first international
from the Paris Construction Workers Unbon,
would table a motion at the Jura Congress in
1880 for a dual federation of communes and
trade unkons, a simultaneoas emancipation of
labour and space’. For many of the
libertarians in the nineteenth and twentieth
century  the pgeographical anmd historical
aspects of everyday life were inseparable. It
was  meaningless to  talk  about the
emancipation of lalbour without talking of the
emancipation space.

As implicitly labour-space imaginations, the
concept of a liberated praxis works its way
theough Kropotkin, Morris, Kollantai, Gan,
and re-emerges in the writings of Lefebvre
and Debord. Labour defined as waork is
dismantled and replaced by a concept of
huran labour defined as play. A labour that
s not constructed around swurvival and
coercion s notl geared to the production of
commodities for exchange, in which the
labowr process which becomes intrinsically
aaliafving is controlled by the workes,

Kropotkin is important to the story not only
because he was a Bussian who lived inexile in
London, but because of his passtonate defenoe
of an anarcho-communist fradition that was to
be particulary influential in Spain, Kropotkin
shared  Marx's  Interests  in primitive
coHmmunes, not a5 4 nostalgic search lor some
essential human mature but as representing a
definable historical tradition that could be
traced back to the late mediseval commines of
the 10th to 13th century, forms of social
organisation that explicitly expressed mabual
support and solidarity, a vision was of the
possibility of a genuwinely “free socicty,
regaining  possesslon of  the  common
inheritance.™

But Kropotkin's interests lay maot just in the
more formal aspects of communal social
organksation but on any Initlative taken that
appeared to reinforce bonds of solidarity.
Central o Kropotkin's writings was ol only
a concept of liberated labour engaged In
“agrecable work™ a contemporary of Morrs'
“useful work”, but of a liberated space that
was bo arise through the free movement of
labour and the woluntary associations of
workers and peasants. Openly rejecting both
the vistons of Fourler, or the ecarly twentieth
century ldeas of state socialism, Kropotkin's
pantheon of events featured everything from
the free libraries and museums of municlpal
spclalism, to the forced communism of
calamitous events, even o the ‘extra’
ordinary  co-ordination  of continental
raillway construction, and the emergence of
the red cross amd the Beltish life boat
association’,

As is well known Kropetkin extended his
critique of capitalist society o a call for the
direct socialisation of land and buildings. In
an essay  In which he  deseribes  the
construction of Paris as a communal exercise
forged from the labours of fifty generations of
Parisians, he expounds a manifesto calling for
the expropriation of boungesis property in
land and bulldings, its redistribution and
conversion o other purpeses and the abolition
of remls an historical imperative arising from
the lllegltimacy of private home ownership, a
series of familiar revelutionary tactics in
which the "fne ladies would find that the
palaces are not well adapted o seli-help in the
kitchen™.

Although anarchists appear Lo ke on the
periphery of the political landscape in Britain,
anarchist bdeas on individual liberty and the
anarcho-cormmunism of Kropotkin resonated
within the development of socialist thought at
the end of the nineteenth century, notably in
the celebrated *Sowl of Man smder Sockalism® by
Cracar Wilde and  the explicit  anarcho
communism of ‘News fromr Nowlere® by
William Maorris.

(3 plospaper

Utopia for Wilde was not =0 much a place as
an expression of the human desire for liberty,
Utopla functions as a drearm, a memory, a
hope, the realisation of which is always
historically relative and temporary. It appears
in the literary imagination of Moeris in the
transformation of Dickensian London into an
urban garden, where Trafalgar Square has
since 1952 In what appears to have been a
dicisive revolutionary conflict become slowly
overgrown, its monuments and statues to
cmpire and chuech dismantled, destroyved or
hidden amongst orchards and “gay little
structres of wood”, A romantic idyll of a post
revolutionary Beitain In which Parliament
Howse has beoome a Dung Market.,

Drespite this visbon of a state that has withered
inte a cattle yard, Morris, was no Leninist,
However he had arrived at his own
idiosyneratic version of socialism,  that
combined a critique of capitalism with a
rofmantic libertartanism. More than anyome
else i Britain Morris articulated a critique of
labour in “Useful Work versus Useless Todl”
that historically connects him to the libertarian
wings of the Russian revolution and to the
Lefebvrian and sixty-eight dedaration of the
nievessily of the transformation of every day
life. He had read Marx and Engels and was a
close friend of Kropotkin and their combined
influence appears cdearly in his writings, The
tone of righteous indignation at  the
degradation of labour and lfe that had
emerged in the epoch of capitalism echoes the
work of Marx and Hegel on estranged and
allenated laboue but it also owes a legacy to
Ruiskin,

Whilst Ruskin's politics were selative to
Morris reactionary, insisting on maintainkng
the distinction between “nobleman  and
commones™  his ideallsed wision of the
rvedizeval craltsman as ome whose “thoughis
and affectbons may be trse and deep™, on the
destruction bo craft traditions beought alsoul
by the increased use of machinery and of e
consequent tragle separation of mental and
manual labowr were sentiments that wene
subsequently articulated by Morris,

As the embodiment of the devotion to Labousr
of the medieval eraftsman, the Gothie for both
Pugin and Buskin, was an expression of what
might be called a non-alienated architectural
production.” 10 is a well-worn path that traces
the evolution of the arts and crafts tradition in
Britain, and constructs a lineage that joins
Ruskin, Pugin, Morreis, Lethaby, and Webb
with the development of modern movement
ideas in relatbon to honesty and truth.  In
Morris in particular there is a concern with the
labour process that historically thes him to the
Bauhaus, in which whatever the political
meslivation there is a shared concern wilth U
“faithful’ well crafted object in which dariby of
message and purpose shone through the
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wark. Morris as bs well known spoke at length
on “the primary beauty of materials”, on the
unlon of mental and manual lnbase on the
waorker as creator, and in relation to his pattern
making in the importance of geometrical
structure, cleanness of form, fiemness of
structune, on the strong recuerring line, in the
consteuctien of a work in which there is Hitle
amblguity®, a lst of guldelines that could
equally have been excerpls from one of the
carly madern manifestos on architectune,

O the face of it there would appear little o
connect the Villa Savove to the Midland Hotel
al 5t Pancras. However the motivation behind
the Gothic revival that swept Britain in the
latter half of the nineteenth conturry, wirs that
of the quest for an ldeal, a deeply Hegelian
search lor the spirlt of truth that Ruskin
arguid oould be found in the struchural clarity
and bold expression of the Gothic arch and
baittress, In obher woreds the Gothie was an
expression of the honesty of labour fully
manbiest in the honest ratboralism of strectuee,
an architectine imbued with “the sprit of
truth”. which ks exactly how Corbusier was
later to describe his own motivation, manifest
in a different form bul driven by the same
Hegelian beliei™,

But it would be wrong to depict Morrls's
thoughts on labour as a simple refterathon of
Ruskin. Buskin was unequivocal in his
denunctatien of the machine and 145 irmpact on
the building industry. Both Ruskin and Morris
wrre swriting within a time frame in which tee
craft traditbons of the bullding poocess wese
belng undermined by the introduction of
machinery into building malerials abrication,
and by the rise of the speculative “jerey”
batilder. However Morrs wias like many of the
Luddites mot so much ant-machinery as anti-
capitalist, that Is e was a eribic of the
divastating  inleeduction under  capitalist
relations  of machinery Into the labour
process,”

His famous peocepts, that art should be an
exprssion of oy in labour™, that nothing
shoild be made by degraded lalsosr, and that
labour should be a happiness for both maker
and user, predicts i many ways e words of
Gan, Kollontad, and Shitapnikoy, For borris
the corruplion of art, of human labour les in
the nature of capitalisd exploitation 1t s
capitalism that obstructs the reconciliation of
labour with happiness, and for Morrs like
Lefebwme socialism is mil just aboasl lennes of
bricks and steel, it is about happimess, It is
capitalism that Morris believes has incurned a
"degradation of mind and body™, and a
modern avilization that has “bred desires,
which she forbids us bo satisfy™. A liberated
labouir b5 o labour whese s attractiveness
emerges  through  the conscousness  of
umefuilness, that is eareied oul with intelligent

inteeest, that is  wvaned, exercised In
pleasurable surroundings, and s performed
owver a shortened werking day'™. This liberated
labouwr would cxist in a liberated factory, that
far from being o headquariers of physical
cocrcion becomes a conbre of Intellechaal
activity in which science eliminated waste and
“dangerows sbench”, @ bullding that is mone
like & home than a prison.

Far from being the problern machinery
becomes one of the means by which human
Bl ey b liberated feom fobl and want, Morris
envisages the possibility then of a quite
different rele for machinery, imagining as did
MBars that under post capitalist properly
relations such obviows lbour saving devices
should indeed be emploved in such a manner
that releases the worker from pain whilst
simultancously opening up an as yel
unknown world of desine and letsure, Maorris
sevss e one of the princple contradictions of
capitallsm as anm absence of pleasune, and it §s
thae “lack of pleasune in dally work which has
made our bowns and habitations sordid and
hideous™ . In olther words far [rom the
grotesque  Stalindst  invention  of  the
Stakhanovite shock worker in which heroke
painful labour is erected as the goal of
socialism, Muorris's s sociallsm is aboat
pleasure. “In amy case, the lelsure which
soctalism above all things aims at obtatnkng
for the worker is also that very thing that
breeds desire - desire for beauty, for
knowledge. for mose abundant Hie, in short.”

Morris's soclallsm then s more aldn to the
possibilitiecs of a non-eebiffed, noa-
commodified world imagined by the sixties
generation. 1t 1s closer bo Emma Goldmans, "5l
I cant damee it ks aot my revolution”, than to
the technocratic elite of the state capitalist
dictatorships who conoeived of socialism in
terms of stabisties and securfy police. His
groatest legacy is in many ways s most
ignored. Unwiltingly or otherwise he had like
subsequent libertarians touched on the
Himitathon of all revelutionary projects that do
not have at their cemtre some conoepd of the
transithon from meed defined as  biologkcal
reproduction to the realm of desire, the
imigination and attaiament of which §s
contingen on the tramslormation of wosk into
pleasure,

Jonathan Charley

MNOTES

i. In oppositesn to the bomb throwing secret
agent of Conrad, the anarchist eradaon can boast
thinkers and writers that strewch from Bakunin
and Kropokin to Chomiky, Sennett and Deberd,
In the pemultuous yesrs surrgunding the civil
rights mevement in the LISA and che wive of
rivalutionary sentiment thar  gripped the
imagiratian of many during the 1960% anarchism
re-emerged on both sider of the Atlamtic,
camiciouily deswing on tha traditsons of popular
revalt with a plethara of programmes and
manifestes that ranged from che crypeically
abicure e the madmalme dlogar beloved of
beth Situatieaises and American anarchivs

L Heve, these i3 o atdempd oo provide any
juitification of iscial democracy, the same
appears ai licle more than the armed wing-
exetutive autherity of the bosrgesiske, that
repraduces itiell by five principle mean. By
appeali to patrietic nationakis, by diluted
specifically bourgeais defnitians of justice and
rights, oo the malntenance af order and stabiliy,
arvdd 1o the previsien of bread and circuses,
whether in the form of the spectacle or in erma
ol wellare pregrammes designed te sofien the
edges of & reprisivn authority Seo for nstance,
D& Lean, Anarchivm and the Srare. in Erlich, De
Leon, Morris et al m HReswenting Anarchy,
Routledpe Kegan and Paul, Lendan, | 979, p PO

1. Contreversial amalgamation of varioud anarche
tendencies in arder o build 8 more coherent

plcture

4. Bakunin, Mikhail, On Co-Operaven, 1889, and
rted an Pindy . Jean Lows, reprinted in Guerin,
Dandal, Mo Godi Mo Mainers, AK Press. 1998,
plal- 184

5 See for matance 33 one of the leaders af the
anarchist movement in the LLSA, Erlleh,
Heward, Anorchiimn and Orpaneaben, plef, i
Erlich, D¢ Leon, Morris et al m Rsrventing
Anawchy, Routledge Began and Paul, Landen, 1979

& Kropothking Peer, Ananchisr Comemantam, in The
congeest of Bread and aher Whineps, CUR 1595,

pdd
1. ibid, Free Agresment, pil5H

BL ibisl, Dwelirgs, pB3

9. See Ruskin, jobn, Architecture and Sewlprure,
Selections from writings, Gearge Allen, |85, plbd

i ibid, p329

Il. Swenarton. Mark, Architecture and 1he
fradiriiriod Revodution, Pugin and Ruskin, in the Sites
af History, op cit. pd | |

I See Thompson. E. B The Decosative Arts. op
cit, piﬂﬂ-tm for a dwcussion of Morris'
relationship to the cralt tradetion
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1Y, Spoken in the context of Corbusier's
comments on the entries for che Crysul Palice

EampEtitian wan by 8 neo-clastical desin. Cuered
in Jackson. A The Pohtes of Archueoe, A hisoey of
Modern Architectne m Britown, Architecural Press,
Landan, 1970

14, 5S¢ Tharmpsan, E.F Wilam Mocri, Romonts 0o
Rivolutimary, Merkn, 1977

15, For a summary of theie precepu and their
emergence in kit thinking see Thompson. op cit.
phd T

6. Morris, Willism, Uheful Work and Lisleds Tod, in
Sebected YWiritings, Perguin 1986, pl 21

I7. ibid, pl 23
18, Far a summary see, Morris, ibid. pl 32

19, Morris. W, The Worker's share of Art in Selecred
wiitings op oL pl40
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